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Gideon Bibles on Display in the Hollywood Bowl 


T THEIR Forty-First Annual Convention in Hollywood, Calif., last summer, the Gideons 
dedicated 15,000 Bibles as part of the supply needed to put a copy in all the classrooms 

of the public schools of California. They hope to carry out the same plan in all the other states, 
and it has already met with great success in Minnesota, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, lowa, and other states. 
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Five Bible Study Books 


Offered to You | 
Without Money Cost 


From answers to questions asked of our readers it is estimated that — 





Only half of our Sunday school workers own a con- 
cordance. (Index of the Bible by words.) How can the 
other half find an unfamiliar verse ? 


A still smaller number of them own a Bible diction- 
ary. (Explanation of Bible words.) What answers can 
the others give to many Bible questions ? 


Less than one in every four of tiem own a Bible text 
book. (Index of the Bible by subjects.) This book saves 
hours of time, and gives you hundreds of references on a 
wide range of Bible teaching. 


One third of our readers are making.use of the Sco- 
field Reference Bible. (King James Version, with Dr. 
Scofield’s extraordinary helps and chain references.) This 
edition of the Bible will increase the efficiency of every 
teacher. Included with this is a copy of “A Year's 
Bible Course.” 


How You Can Get These Books 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give all five of these vitally necessary Bible study books in return for 
only 8 zew twenty-four weeks subscriptions to the Times at $1.00 each. These books are on the publishers’ 
regular lists today, and their retail value is $8.25. This offer applies only to subscriptions in the U. S. A. 


Cruden’s Concordance Smith’s Bible Dictionary The Bible Text Book 
The Scofield Reference Bible A Year’s Bible Course 


This plan is very simple: We will send you a supply of sample copies of THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL TIMES. Hand these copies to a number of your acquaintances; tell each of them 
what THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES can do for them, in their teaching, their Bible study, 
and the study of the Christian life, and tell them what you are working for. As soon as 
you get the eight subscriptions, send the names and addresses of these new subscribers 
with a remittance of $8.00. When we receive your list of names and addresses, with remit- 
tance, we will enter the subscriptions on our mailing list, and will send the five books to 
your address, postpaid. Please be sure to send all EIGHT SUBSCRIPTIONS in at one 
time and not in several smaller groups. This offer applies only to subscriptions in the U. S. A. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOO:. TIMES believes that these books will increase the efficiency of every Christian 
worker using them, and is glad to make this extraordinary offer to its readers and their fellow workers. 











A postal card telling us where and when to send the sample copies of THE Sunpay SCHOOL Timgs to you will 
bring them promptly, with a letter and an order blank and return envelope, together with full information 
about the paper. We will also send you copies of two interesting circulars about the Times, for distribution 
among your friends when you hand them the sample copies. Mail your postal card today ! 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 N. THIRTEENTH STREET ; PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 
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The Mirror 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


James 1: 23-25 


ERE is the mirror of God, the final test, 

The image of your soul that cannot lie; 

Here you may see yourself at worst, at best, 
As underneath God’s eye. 


All pilgrims of the Way have gazed therein, 
Have read the secret of their failure there, 

And in its crystal depths been warned of sin 
And many a deadly snare. 


Wonderful Book in which I see revealed 
The glory and the grace of Christ my Lord! 

Wonderful grace in which my soul is healed 
Through power of the Word! 


we 


Knowing and Doing God's Will 


Why do we want to know God’s 
will? Most Christians would feel that 
this was a strange question, for those 
whose lives are yielded to God have a 
real desire to know his plan for them 
in order that they may follow it in 
their lives. But is there not sometimes 
too great a lapse of time between 
knowledge and obedience? Dr. William 
L. Pettingill, the well-known Bible 
teacher and author of many books, at 
a meeting of the Philadelphia Funda- 
mentalists made a penetrating remark 
on this subject. “Most people,” he said, 
“don’t want to know the will of God in 
order to do it; they want to know it 


in order to consider it.” It often takes 
time to learn just what God wants us 
to do in any particular matter, but once 
we know his purpose we ought not to 
delay in at least beginning to carry it 
out by his grace. And, when obedience 
is prompt, “when we walk with the 
Lord, in the light of his Word, what a 
glory he sheds on our way !” 


- 
Preaching What Christ? 


There is much preaching of a Christ 
who is not God’s Christ. Men preach 
a Christ of social service, Christ as a 
revolutionary, Christ as our perfect ex- 
ample, Christ as a wonderful teacher, 
Christ as showing us who God is. A 
popular writer brought out a book, some 
years ago, describing an imaginary 
Christ whom he called “The Man No- 
body Knows.” His Christ never existed 
except in his own imagination; his 
Christ could. never save a lost sinner. 
All such preaching of Christ fails to 
declare the testimony of God about his 
Son. Amy Carmichael has well said: 
“Paul did not preach Jesus, nor Jesus 
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The Matchless 


DOLPHE MONOD was the great 
A evangelical figure in French Prot- 

estantism of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, a preacher of power, a defender 
of the faith, a leader of the churches, 
a promoter of good works; a saint, a 
man of international culture. In Feb- 
ruary, 1852, he delivered a masterly ad- 
dress in Paris before the French Bible 
Society on the inspiration of Scripture 
as proved by its works. This has re- 
cently been reprinted by the French 
Protestant association, La Cause. 

It is an essay of singular acuteness and 
eloquence. At one point M. Monod puts 
Old Testament Scripture in parallel 
with its pagan contemporaries. One is 
amazed at the meagerness, not to say 
worthlessness, of the latter. 

“Moses and the Law date from 1500 
B. C. In these writings we have the 
creation of the world; the formation of 
the human race by a personal, living, 
thinking God, whose incomparable 


Christ; he preached Jesus Christ cru- 
cified. It is so easy, in dealing with 
people, to omit the essentially Christian 
message, and simply to glorify Jesus as 
a great teacher. The Cross is the cen- 
ter—the pivot, the goal—of all true 
preaching.” It was Paul who declared: 
“And I, brethren, when I came to you, 
came not with excellency of speech or 
of wisdom, declaring unto you the testi- 
mony of God. For I determined not to 
know any thing among you, save Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified” (1 Cor, 2:1, 
2). Christ crucified for our sins, the 
sinner’s Substitute, bearing “our sins in 
his own body on the tree,” and, though 
he knew no sin, made to be sin for us, 
“that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21),— 
this Christ, and only he, is the Christ of 
God. But the death of Christ, as he 
voluntarily suffered the wrath of God 
against sin that we who receive him as 
Saviour might escape that wrath and be 
saved, is “the offence of the cross” (Gal. 
5:11), and many a popular preacher 
avoids it. Christ crucified for our sins 
and raised again for our justification — 
he is the only One who can save. 


b 


Word of God 


works are without peer, save in the lan- 
guage in which they are described; the 
fall of our race, the compassion of God 
in preparing a Saviour to come; the 
origins of history, of the family, of so- 
ciety, of governments, of worship, of 
the arts. Abraham believes in the prom- 
ises of God. God reveals himself to 
Moses and through Moses’ to Israel un- 
der the name of I AM THAT I AM, in 
a world sunk in idolatry. The Deca- 
logue summarizes in ten articles all re- 
ligious, social, and individual morality, 
a code from which the best governed 
people, even today, draw inspiration. 
And all this is crowned by a farewell 
address which seems to anticipate the 
Gospel in holiness and tenderness. 
“This is the Scripture column; and on 
the other side? Nothing! A vast his- 
torical void displays only the shameless 
amours of gods become men, a bank- 
ruptcy of all certitude and truth, a few 
obscure names, — Inachus, Cadmus, God- 
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rus, mixed with those of Apollo and 
Jupiter. 


* * + * * 


“David, with Solomon his son, the 
prophetic kings, are dated about 1000 
B. C. The Creator and his providence 
are celebrated; the redeemer predicted 
and described. Sin is recognized and 
confessed in the light of the divine holi- 
ness: ‘Against thee, thee only, have I 
sinned’; grace accepted and delighted in; 
‘Blessed is he whose transgression is for- 
given, whose sin is covered.’ The pater- 
nal favor is invoked, the whole earth 
invited to participate in the spiritual 
festival. The superhuman beauty of the 
Psalms escapes the reader, thrown as 
it is in the shade by their divine piety. 
Then comes Ecclesiastes, mysterious 
monologue in which all the aspirations 
and contradictions of the human soul 
move between the two maxims, ‘Van- 
ity of vanities . . . all is vanity,’ and, 
‘Fear God, and’ keep his commandments: 
for this is the whole duty of man.’ 
Then Proverbs, that rich treasure of 
practical wisdom, from which the father 
of the family can draw without end, and 
which conceals in its bosom a still richer 
and inexhaustible treasure of spiritual 
light for the Christian soul. , 

“And opposite this? The three cen- 
turies between the Trojan war and the 
poets who celebrate it; the founders of 
dynasties succeeding the demigods; 
truth slowly disengaging itself from 
fable; history painfully coming to birth 
in the conceptions of Homer and Hesiod. 
No place here for a morality, a social 
administration, a faith, a piety, worthy 
of the name, 

* + * * * 


“Isaiah, Daniel, Malachi, prophets be- 
tween 700 and 400 B. C. Isaiah, filled 
with the Spirit of God to describe the 
Messiah, strangely blended of glory and 
humiliation; announcing the holiness of 
God, ‘Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of 
hosts’; his free grace, ‘I... am he that 
blotteth out thy transgressions for mine 
own sake, and will not remember thy 
sins’; the spiritual obedience he exacts, 
‘To what purpose is the multitude of 
your sacrifices ... 7? Learn to do well 
. . . Judge the fatherless, plead for the 
widow.’ Then comes Daniel—so faith- 
ful to God, so submissive to the law, 
so burdened with the sins of his people, 
so severe on himself, so vigilant in 
prayer, so firm under persecution, yet so 
wise to counsel kings and to save king- 
doms. And Malachi, so penetrated with 
a sense of honor due to God. 

“Opposite these mighty figures one 
places Pythagoras with his metempsy- 
chosis, Democritos with hig atoms, 
Thales championing water as against 
Anaxamander, fire, and Anaximenos, 
ether,— the bare beginnings of Greek 
philosophy and _§ science. Prophetic 
Scripture was complete centuries before 
the light of the rest of the world had 
dawned. One could say that, brooking 
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no rivalry, it now clothed itself in silence 
for four centuries to give human wis- 
dom time to think and to speak what 
it might say.” 
+ * * . oe 

M. Monod then tests Scripture with 
later religious literature. 

“In the Apocrypha one finds good 
stories, pious counsels, but at the same 
time a manifest inferiority to the Old 
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Testament in spiritual impressions. You 
seek in vain for the primacy of God 
which marks the Old Testament. In 
the Apocrypha the first place goes to 
man. The brief solemn sentences of 
Scripture have given way to amplifica- 
tion such as one always finds in man’s 
writings. Scripture is always holy, even 
when it deals with subjects which are 


(Continued on page 57) 














Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 











Is Bible Reading Permitted 
in Our Public Schools? 


I have been reading with interest Dr. 
Louis S. Bauman’s articles on the “Signs 
of the End” in Tue Sunpay Scnoot Times. 

In the discussion of the Eleventh Sign 
it is mentioned that in many of our states 
it is an offense against the Government 
even to read the Bible without comment 
in our public schools. Could you please 
let me know the names of some of these 
States?—A New York reader. 

The statement to which the New York 
reader refers was made by Dr. Bau- 
man in his article entitled “The Sign 
of the Great Apostasy” (Times, July 13, 
1940) in his series on prophecy and cur- 
rent events, and read as follows: 

“Today it is an offense against gov- 
ernment in many of our states even to 
read the Bible, without comment, in 
our public schools. God, his Christ, and 
his Bible have been politely bowed out 
of the public schoolroom at the behest 
of Jews, Roman Catholics, Communists, 
and infidels.” 

The Editors wrote to the United States 
Office of Education, Washington, D. C., 
and received the following interesting 
statement from Ward W. Keesecker, 
Specialist in School Legislation, concern- 
ing the legal status of Bible reading in 
the public schools. 


Law requires Bible reading: 


Alabama Idaho 
Arkansas Kentucky 
Delaware Maine 
District of Columbia! Massachusetts 
Florida New Jersey 
Georgia Pennsylvania 


Tennessee 


Law specifically permits Bible reading: 


Indiana North Dakota 
Iowa Oklahoma 
Kansas South Dakota 


New York City 
(by charter) 


Bible reading permitted under general 
terms of the law or by reason of its silence: 


Colorado North Carolina 
Connecticut Ohio * 
Maryland Oregon 
Michigan # Rhode Island 
Mississippi South Carolina 
Missouri Texas 
Montana Vermont 
Nebraska Virginia 


New Hampshire 


West Virginia 


Bible reading not permitted under inter- 
pretation of State constitution or statutes: 


Arizona ‘ New Mexico * 
California * New York (outside 
Illinois of New York City) 
Louisiana Washington 
Minnesota Utah 
Nevada Wisconsin * 

Wyoming 


Thus it will be seen from the infor- 
mation given by Mr. Keesecker that 
Dr. Bauman’s statement was correct, and 
that Bible reading is prohibited in 
twelve states. At the same time, it is 
encouraging to note that it is required in 
twelve states and the District of Colum- 
bia; speeifically permitted in six states 
and New York City; and permitted by 
the rule that “silence gives consent” in 
eighteen states. 





1By order of District of Columbia Board of 
Education. 

2 Doubtful, State Attorney General’s opinion 
is adverse to Bible reading. 

8 Ohio Supreme Court has sustained a local 
school board rule prohibiting Bible reading. 
Practice seems optional with local school 
boards. 

* Prohibition assumed. 





Next Week 


Readers of the Trmes will recall 
that this paper announced (Dec. 7) 
that Charles E. Fuller’s Old Fash- 
ioned Revival Hour of December 8 
would be dedicated to the men of 
the Byrd Antarctic Expedition at 
Little America, the South Pole, the 
service to be broadcast by transcrip- 
tion a week later, December 15, 
from one of the most powerful short 
wave stations in the world, WLWO 
at Cincinnati. This plan was car- 
ried through, and promptly on the 
next day, December 16, a radiogram 
was sent by Richard B. Black, com- 
manding the East Base of Little 
America, to Station WLWO at Cin- 
cinnati, acknowledging with marked 
appreciation the broadcast’ that 
meant so much to the hardy, lonely 
men at the other end of the world. 
This radio message will be pub- 
lished in “Notes on Open Letters” in 
the TrmeEs next week. 

















Lesson for February 2 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


* 45 














Should Premillennialism Be Blamed? 


Does the preaching of this truth make congregations 
dissatisfied and critical ? 


By Lewis Sperry Chafer, D.D. 














teri. 3 of the Presbyterian Churcn, 

U. »v., is reported to have said 
on the floor of presbytery, in substa.uce, 
that premillennialism is objectionable 
on the ground that wherever it is 
preached it “conditions” our churches; 
that is, the congregation, it was implied, 
is brought by this form of doctrine to 
a place where they are dissatisfied with, 
and critical toward, the preacher who 
is not a preivillennialist. Waiving the 
implication, latent in this statement, that 
congregations have no ability to judge 
truth for themselves, the charge is seri- 
ous, if true, and deserves a careful an- 
alysis both as to cause and effect. 

It may be assumed that, in general, 
the sin of premillennialism, as conceived 
by those who oppose it, is that it in- 
corporates the large portion of Scripture 
which is prophetic and gives to it a lit- 
eral interpretation; but, in this connec- 
tion, there emerges the essential and 
revealing fact that congregations are as 
definitely “conditioned” when the pre- 
millennialist makes no references to 
prophecy and dwells only on doctrines 
which are held in common by all or- 
thodox men. This will more often occur 
than not, since general doctrines as a 
whole greatly outweigh the one theme 
of prophecy, and since the worthy pre- 
millennialist is not a hobbyist or fadist 
in doctrine. His ideal is to hold and 
teach truth in its right proportions. 
When he does include prophecy, his 
course is justified in view of the fact 
that fully one-fifth of the Bible is pro- 
phetic in character. The unavoidable 
deduction is that no one particular theme 
“conditions” churches more than an- 
other. If the churches are “conditioned,” 
the effect may be traced, as to its cause, 
to the method by which the message is 
presented and not to its topic. 


A MINISTER of one of the presby- 


The Need for Expository Preaching 


Whether his theme be in the field of 
prophecy or any other range of doctrine, 
the preaching method of the well-in- 
structed premillennialist, without excep- 
tion, is that of exposition of the Scrip- 
tures. The reverse of this statement is 
also true; namely, that the able ex- 
positors have been and are premillen- 
nialists; but that fact, though easily dem- 
onstrated and of immense importance in 
its place, is not germane to the present 
discussion, 

An unavoidable distinction has been 
observed in this and past generations be- 
tween the theologian and the expositor. 
The theologian may pursue only a philo- 


sophical approach to his restricted field 
of apologetics or dogmatics with some 
appeal to selected proof texts; while the 
expositor, though equally well informed 
as to theology, makes an induction of all 
that the Bible teaches on a given theme 
and accepts and proclaims the doctrine 
which results from that induction. No 
extended designation is called for here 
of the weakness of the position of the 
preacher who merely offers good advice, 
which is backed up only by himself, 
as compared with the expositor who so 
develops the text of the Bible that the 
listeners are convinced that God is 
speaking to them through His Word. 
Expository preaching is not as easy 
at it seems to be, and, obviously, a very 
small per cent of present-day preachers 





One of the many signs of coldness 
in the Church today is the strange 
fact that ministers are bitterly criti- 
cized for proclaiming “that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ.” With his customary 
clearness of vision and expression, 
Dr. Chafer, who is President of 
Dallas Theological Seminary and 
the author of many outstanding 
books on the great doctrines of 
Scripture, exposes the fallacy of the 
criticism and shows that our 
churches will be strong only as the 
whole Bible, including premillen- 
nialism, is expounded in our pulpits. 
Concerning this article and the 
Seminary, Dr. Chafer recently wrote 
the Editor: 


“It distinguishes between two 
ideals which I fear the vast major- 
ity of Christians are not recogniz- 
ing. There is an orthodoxy which 
practically ignores the Bible, but 
our aim and purpose at Dallas 
Seminary is to converge all courses 
and all training upon the one worth- 
whiie end that a man may know 
the Scriptures. We tell the men 
that they do not know the Scrip- 
tures even after four years of 
training; that they are then really 
only apprentices; that they have a 
lifetime of study before them; and 
that if they continue their study, 
using the method and means which 
the school has given them, they may 
in twenty-five or thirty years ex- 
pect to speak with authority on the 
things of God.” 











have the necessary qualifications for that 
form of ministry. It demands, first, a 
workable method of Bible interpretation, 
and, second, it demands many years of 
unrelenting study of the Sacred Text 
itself. That real study of the text will 
not be begun—let alone the continu- 
ation of it— without a workable inter- 
pretation, is too obvious to need discus- 
sion. 

Three internationally known exposi- 
tors may be cited as illustrating the 
fact that the ability to expound the 
Bible is gained only by tireless labor, 
and these men assuredly had a working 
method of interpretation: Dr. Arthur T. 
Pierson, who for fifty years devoted the 
hours from 4 to 8 A. M. to constructive 
Bible study; Dr. G. Campbell Morgan, 
who for forty-five years has devoted 
the hours from eight to twelve to con- 
structive study; and Dr. C. I. Scofield, 
who, though saved as late in life as 
thirty-seven years, devoted day and 
night to Bible study until his death at 
seventy-nine years. The objective be- 
fore these men, as of all expositors, was 
not merely the preparation of a sermon 
for the next Sunday; it was, rather, the 
investigation, under the Spirit’s illumi- 
nation, of that inexhaustible revelation 
which God has given. 


Do We Really Know Our Bible? 


Naturally, it is not agreeable to any 
of us to be reminded of our ignorance 
or unpreparedness for our task, and the 
writer, of all men, has least reason to 
condemn another. However,, we may 
be expected to acknowledge, when it 
is true, that we have no working method 
of Bible interpretation and that we have 
not devoted the requisite years to de- 
termined and constant Bible study. We 
can also as readily admit that mere 
guessing at the meaning of the text, or 
quoting from other men who do know, 
is not worthy exposition. 

A true method of interpretation should 
be gained while in seminary training, 
but there is little hope along that line, 
and especially for the student who 
graduates from a seminary in which one 
of the professors delivered a lecture, 
with the evident sanction of the faculty, 
on the theme, “Why the English Bible 
Should not be Taught in a Theological 
Seminary.” This lecture was delivered 
recently, as reported, in an orthodox 
seminary. . The thesis cf this address, 
we are told, followed the assumption 
that the English Bible belongs to the 
Sunday school and that the student 
should have mastered that feature of 
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his education before he reaches the sem- 
inary. Such conceptions are very far 
removed from the expositor’s ideal, 
which is that the Bible is to be studied 
relentlessly for a lifetime. Disclosures 
such as this only tend to demonstrate 
the distinction that exists between the 
theological theorist and the expositor of 
the Scriptures, 

None will deny that the Bible claims 
to be, and is, the divinely provided spir- 
itual food by which alone those who are 
saved may grow. It is declared to be 
the “strong meat” for the mature, and 
to be “milk” for the babes. It follows, 
likewise, that the spiritual life of the 
Christian is starved without this Heaven- 
sent manna; nor should Christians be 
blamed if, when they hear an exposition 
of the Bible and that miracle of the 
impartation of spiritual refreshing and 
energy is experienced, they cry out for 
more of that manna and resent the husks 
of mere human opinion and advice. If 
expository preaching “conditions” our 
churches, more of it is needed, for only 
by the development which the knowl- 
edge of the Bible secures will we have 
a joyous support of evangelism, mis- 
sions, and prayer services. 

Paul referred to an expository minis- 
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try when he wrote to Timothy, “Preach 
the word,” and he as certainly indicates 
that exposition calls for hard labor when 
he said, “Study to shew thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth.” Incidentally, both ele- 
ments —a right method and tireless re- 
search — are incorporated in this injunc- 
tion. 

The conclusion of the matter is that 
since, as every skilled expositor will 
testify, Christians are fed and strength- 
ened by many different lines of Biblical 
truth; the misdemeanor, if any, of “con- 
ditioning” the churches must be charged 
against expository preaching rather than 
against premillennialism. To condemn 
premillennialism is a misdirected arrow, 
and to condemn the expositor is to kill 
the goose that lays the golden egg, — 
that is, if we really want spiritual and 
vital Christians in our churches. Other 
things being equal, the preacher who 
by training and by extended study has 
become qualified as an expounder of the 
Scriptures, by the primary law of supply 
and demand will be highly regarded as 
a preacher by regenerate people. 

Datias, Tex. 














| How | Study My Bible 


Two methods for busy people that have 
brought blessing and increased knowledge 


By Anna Molaska 














NE would not expect the atmosphere 

in a law office to be conducive to 
Bible study; but frequently the clients 
of my employer were startled, upon en- 
tering the outer office, to find an open 
Bible and notebook lying on the sec- 
retary’s desk. It was certainly provi- 
dential that I secured employment in 
an office where I was permitted to spend 
my leisure moments as I pleased. Beside 
the free time which I had daily, there 
was always a month every summer when 
my employer took his vacation, in which 
I had very little office work to do. I 
devoted most of this time to studying 
the Word. 

I have taken several courses: “Syn- 
thetic Studies,” by Gray; “The Life of 
Paul,” by Sell; “The Life of Christ,” by 
Sell; “What the Bible Teaches,” by 
Torrey, and others. But the studies I 
would like to mention as being profit- 
able to those who have little time to 
devote to this purpose are subject and 
topical studies. My method has been 
to take a word like “overcoming,” or a 
subject like the Second Coming of 
Christ, and look up all Scriptures relat- 
ing thereto and write them in my note- 
book. Having thus made my study, I 
prayed over the Scriptures, and they 


became a great blessing and help in my 
personal life as a Christian. 

The subject for each of these studies 
(which cover 4 period of about ten 
years) I did not pick up at random. 
Every one of them has met a definite 
need in my life at that particular time. 
When, early in my Christian life, I dis- 
covered that I did not have very great 
command over that “unruly” member, I 
made a study of the subject. This has 
been very profitable to me and enabled 
me to “keep the door of my lips.” I 
still make reference to the Scriptures. 

Later I discovered that I was lacking 
in faith, and after making a prayerful 
study of the subject, I learned to rely 
more fully upon the Lord. I have also 
studied the subject of rejoicing. I found 
enough Scriptures on this subject for 
forty-one typewritten pages Other 
topics I have studied are: 

Praise - Holiness 


Guidance Meekness 
Wisdom and Under- Will of God 


standing Thoughts, Imagina- 
Our Heavenly tions 

Father Love 
Seeking the Lord Redemption 
Strength 
Chastening 


The topical study is very adaptable 
to a busy life. Even though one may 
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be akle to devote only fifteen minutes 
daily to the study, the benefits reaped 
make it worth while. All one needs do 
is look up the references in a concord- 
ance and later look them up in the Bible, 
a few at a time. 


The other form of study, by subjects, 
has also been very profitable to me. In 
this study, instead of looking up a word, 
one looks up references to a whole sub- 
ject. Desiring to know more about the 
Seccnd Coming of Christ, direct. from 
the Bible, I looked up every New Testa- 
ment reference. Having all the Scrip- 
tures before me, it was much easier to 
make a thorough study. 

Some years ago there came into my 
life a matter that required much be- 
lieving prayer. I found I did not know 
how to pray. Again I went to the Bible 
for help. I made a study of the sub- 
ject of prayer, writing down all the Bible 
prayers and their answers. A medita- 
tion upon these Scriptures was a great 
inspiration to my faith and I learned a 
little of the grand art of prayer. As 
Andrew Murray stated it, I became a 
student in the school of prayer, using 
the Bible as my textbook and sitting 
at the feet of my Master and Teacher, 
to learn of him. 

Other subject studies I have made are 
these: 

Scriptures in the Gospel of John show- 
ing the deity of Christ. 


Prophecies of Christ in the Old Testa- 
ment, with Scriptures in the New Testa- 
ment fulfilling these prophecies. 


Possessing your possessions. 
Studies in the Book of Joshua on over- 
coming. 

If one has not time or patience to 
write or type the Scriptures, there is 
another method of study that is very 
simple. I purchased a large octavo New 
Testament and Psalms with small pica 
print and heavy paper, which I use for 
study, underlining and marking. Instéad 
of writing the Scriptures, one has but 
to look them up and underline or mark 
in some way. One can also make his 
own chain reference by noting the next 
reference after each Scripture. In this 
manner I have made a study of the ex- 
hortations or commands in the New Tes- 
tament. Since the New Testament is 
so replete with exhortations, instead of 
looking up the references in a concord- 
ance, I began reading through the book, 
underlining in blue pencil every definite 
statement telling what God expected of 
a Christian. I also made a study of the 
subject of humility in the same way, 
tnarking every reference in brown pencil 
as I read along. 

The great value in this type of study 
is that we may learn a great deal con- 
cerning a particular subject, without the 
aid of a textbook containing someone 
else’s opinions and thoughts. Having 


all the Scriptures before us and praying 
over them, we can expect the Holy Spirit 
(Continued on page 57) 
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The sufferings of fhose who refuse to compromise with State Shinto 


A Faithful Remnant Who Will Not Bow at the Shrines 
By J. Gordon Holdcroft, D.D. . 
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Tite article deals principally with 
the faithful remnant of God’s peo- 
ple, a small body of true Christians 
in all parts of the Japanese Empire. 
However, before mentioning them spe- 
cifically, attention ought to be called to 
the full force, strength, and intentions 
of that which is opposing God in the 
Japanese Empire. The demand for obei- 
sance is merely an indication of what 
those forces are. 

Many Christians, in fact most Chris- 
tians in the Empire, are unaware of all 
that is back of the insistence upon obei- 
sance and the recognition of Japanese 
gods. But Christian people in other 
lands, if they are to help their Chris- 
tian brethren who are caught by these 
forces, ought to know what they are, 
must know if they are to pray intelli- 
gently for those who are suffering. Our 
Christian brethren throughout the Em- 
pire need our sympathy and our help 
if any way can be found to give it. An 
unfailing avenue is by way of the 
Throne of Grace. 


The Breakdown of Christian Conviction 


In previous articles the resurgence of 
State Shinto has been traced, and the 
apparent breakdown of Christian convic- 
tion in almost the whole official Chris- 
tian Church in the Japanese Empire 
has been noted. That breakdown in- 
volves missionaries, missions, mission 
boards, and native churches of almost 
all denominations, with notable excep- 
tions, thank God. All this has taken 
place, or at least has become openly 
manifest, within the last nine years, and 
especially in the last five. 

It is more than a coincidence that 
these years are precisely the ones which 
have witnessed the rise of the Japanese 
military machine to complete control 
in Japan. If the breakdown in Chris- 
tian conviction and courage is startling, 
so also is the success of- Japanese mili- 
tarism thus far. But Japanese militar- 
ism has a wide and complete program. 

The first element in that program is 
the unification of the whole Japanese 
Empire. A government official said very 
frankly that the insistence for obeisance 
was a part of the program for unifying 
the Empire, and that unification was 
absolutely necessary for the accomplish- 
ing of Japan’s “great objectives.” 

What those objectives are the world is 
learning. We need not dwell upon the 
political aims involved, but in order 
that those aims be realized the Japan- 
ese Government knows that it must con- 
trol every organization in the Empire; 


Humble Christians in Japan and 
Korea are facing imprisonment and 
torture with courage and steadfast- 
ness that recall the days of the Early 
Church. This has come upon them 
because of their refusal to do obei- 
sance at the shrines in obedience to 
the commands of the Japanese Gov- 
ernment. But others have yielded, * 
and Dr. Holdcroft speaks of the re- 
sult as “a new Babylonian captiv- 
ity.” The government is more openly 
proclaiming Shintoism as the only 
perfect and complete religion, and 
requiring all to accept it as the first 
step in the spread of Japanese do- 
minion in the Far East and perhaps 
eventually in the world. This is the 
fourth article in the series on Shinto- 
ism, which will be concluded in an 
early issue. 








and it is determined to do so. Indeed, 
until recently, the Christian Church was 
practically the only body in Japan that 
had not already been brought under the 
control of the government. 

The rapid breakdown in Christian con- 
viction hastened the next logical step 
which was the promulgation of the Re- 
ligious Bodies Law, April 1, 1940. In 
Manchukuo a like law has been in effect 
since September, 1938. In Chosen 
(Korea) none has as yet been enforced, 
but officials, in many important respects, 
are acting upon the provisions of the 
law in Japan. 


The Government Tightens Its Grip 


The law in Manchukuo shows most 
clearly what the government has in 
mind. By it the government would 
have the right to change even the ob- 
jects of worship of any religion if it 
saw fit. The people also would be forced 
to worship a God or gods in which they 
had ceased to believe, or would be pro- 
hibited from worshiping a God in whom 
they had come to believe until legal 
permission had been obtained; and legal 
permission could be withheld even on 
the ground that such worship interfered 
with local customs or beliefs. 

The law has many other unjust and 
restrictive features, but these provisions 
alone make it impossible for any Chris- 
tian organization to register and yet do 
the work Christ commissioned it to do. 

The law in Japan is not so definitely 
hostile or so openly restrictive as that 
of Manchukuo, nevertheless it contains 
provisions binding those organizations 
and individuals who register under it 


to observe the law under severe penal- 
ties; and, officials being asked whether 
the refusal to do obeisance would be 
considered an infraction of the law have 
replied that it would, and furthermore 
that permission, or registration, would 
“only be granted to those bodies in 
which that problem would not arise,” 
that is, to those bodies which would do 
obeisance. When they were asked on 
what this ruling was based, the reply 
was that it was “the common concept 
of society.” If this means anything, it 
can only mean that as in Manchukuo, so 
also in Japan, anything that teaches 
doctrines that run contrary to the com- 
mon concepts of society would be con- 
trary to the law which a Christian in- 
dividual or organization in registering 
had agreed to observe. 

Moreover, when the law was being 
debated in the Diet the government 
openly stated that no religion would be 
recognized which did not concede the 
supremacy of the state in every depart- 
ment of life. 


No More Religious Liberty 


Thus religious liberty in Japan no 
longer extends to Christians, nor to any 
others who teach that there is but one 
God. Indeed in Korea, in one section of 
the country, the police forbade Christian 
pastors to preach on monotheism, future 
judgment, or upon the Second Coming 
of Christ. In Japan school authorities 
have been told that the Bible is to be 
revised to make it conform to Japanese 
National policy ! 

Despite all this the larger denomina- 
tions are registering and are already re- 
porting that they are experiencing “no 
trouble,” — reports ominously like those 
reports of obeisance-condoning mission- 
aries in Korea when that act was first 
demanded there. ‘ 

The fact that so many Japanese Chris- 
tian organizations are ready to register 
under this law emphasizes the truth in 
the observation of a Japanese Christian 
who for the first time was brought into 
contact with a doctrinal church. Said 
he, “Japanese Christianity is based upon 
morality, but I see that this Church is 
based upon the Bible.” I’m glad to 
say he added, “I like the latter better.” 

Government officials have admitted 
they were surprised that the Christians 
had yielded so readily to the demand for 
obeisance. But totalitarian appetite 
grows by what it feeds upon. Having 
secured obeisance at the shrines and a 
willingness to register, the government 
now suggests that there must be but 
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one Protestant Church in Japan. Many 
Japanese Christians have accepted this 
suggestion and have gone to work on 
it with a promptness and vigor which 
indicates that a military government is 
back of the suggestion, as indeed it is 
back of the “reformation” along totali- 
tarian lines of nearly everything in 
Japan. Heads of political parties and 
of many organizations are called to the 
police stations and given orders that 
they must “voluntarily” dissolve, and 
they do so. The same is happening to 
the Church. 


Compulsory Union 


As a preliminary step to the unifica- 
tion of the churches the Methodists were 
told to give their bishop a life tenure. 
They did so. He then was suggested as 
the presiding head for the National 
Church of Japan. He presided at the 
preliminary meeting, was a moving spirit 
in all of them, twenty-five or six in all, 
and again presided at the final meetings 
on October 17, at which time decision 
was made to form one National Church 
and forty-seven organizations agreed to 
the union. Korean churches and per- 
haps the churches of the other colonies 
will be ordered to join the new National 
Church. That accomplished, orders can 
be given the head of the church who 
can pass them on to the whole church 
and thus everything be brought’ into 
line with “the new order.” The fact that 
all freedom is thus suppressed is but a 
part of the new order. The present 
Premier, Prince Konoe, is reported to 
have announced that the state was to 
be a totally new structure under “the 
changeless principle of the service of 
every subject to the Imperial will.” He 
also stated that “democracy, liberalism, 
and socialism are incompatible with our 
national genius.” 

Although this process is not yet com- 
pleted it is depressing to see how will- 
ing the Christian Church is to -fall in 
line.. Even secular journals can see what 
the government intends the. Christian 
Church to bé, simply a tool in the hands 
of that government. In the minds of the 
militarists “the new order,” of which all 
Japan is talking, means Japan govern- 
ing the whole of Asia, either directly 
as in Korea, or through puppet govern- 
ments as in Manchukuo and Nanking. 
The spread of her “culture” has been 
thus far by force of arms, bribery, 
the debauching of whole populations 
through narcotics, economic pressure, 
disregard of even the most elementary 
rights of other peoples, enforcing of 
Shinto observances, and strict obedi- 
ence.” This is spoken of by govern- 
ment officials, and the press as a “holy” 
and a “sacred” cause. 

The war in China has continued long 
enough, however, to prove even to the 
present leaders of Japan that she has not 
been wholly successful in this effort; 
and, seeing that missionaries in China 
possess the friendship of many of the 
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Chinese people, these leaders have in- 
vited Japanese Christians to help them 
establish the “new order in Asia.” That 
there is, in the minds of many Japanese 
Christians, a sincere desire to aid China, 
even to give the best they have to the 
Chinese, cannot be doubted. Moreover, 
they do not know the horrors their 
armies have inflicted upon the Chinese 
people, — government censorship sees to 
that. 

Therefore, partly from an altruistic, 
even a Christian, desire to aid, and 
partly from a desire to advance Japan’s 
purposes, which they have taken at the 
value announced in Japan, the Christian 
leaders of Japan have promptly and 
cheerfully agreed to aid in establishing 
the new order. When they find their 
advances are not heartily welcomed by 
Chinese who have suffered at tie hands 
of their countrymen, Japanese Christians 
sit back in pained surprise and feel the 
Chinese are ungrateful. : 

Thus Japan’s militarists have forced 
Shinto observances upon the Christian 
churches, have put the churches under 
complete control of the government, and 
are using them as tools to aid in the 
government’s double purpose of driving 
out all foreigners from Japan, m ssion- 
aries included, and of establisiiing a 
new order in Asia, or even a new order 
in all the world! A new order in which 
Shinto is to furnish much of the driving 
power ! 


The Shadows of Mussolini and Hitler 


Japan had practically completed these 
plans and had gone far toward putting 
them into practice when, on September 
28, the Mutual Assistance Pact was 
signed with the Axis powers. The sign- 
ing of that Pact gave great impetus to 
this whole movement, but was itself 
only a logical step in the whole process 
which had been taking place for some 
years. 

The government now is more and more 
throwing off all pretense that State 
Shinto is merely patriotism, and many 
voices are proclaiming that it is not 
only religion but is actually the only 
perfect and complete religion ! 

How this Shintoized Christianity will 
function in Japan, or in China, or any- 
where else, remains to be seen. Never- 
theless it is apparent to every thought- 
ful Christian that for the Church it is 
a new Babylonian captivity. The Church 
seems to have forgotten Zion, or be- 
come oblivious of it. It has decided, 
certainly for the present, to serve God 
as pagan militarists direct. The Chris- 
tian world should realize this, that by 
prayer in behalf of its brethren in the 
Japanese Empire it may aid in bring- 
ing them out from so terrible a servi- 
tude. 

But thank God, this is not the whole 
story. In every part of the Empire 
there are individuals who know their 
God, Christians who realize that their 
first and greatest responsibility and priv- 
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ilege is to witness to the existence of the 
One True God. Some of these already, 
through faith, are doing exploits, even 
stopping the mouths of lions. Some 
have never surrendered to this new cap- 
tivity. Some, like Peter, feel they have, 
under pressure or through having been 
deceived, denied their Lord, but have 
repented in tears and sorrow and have 
stood magnificently in later days. Few, 
even among the missionaries, have un- 
til very recently realized all that is 
back of the demand for obeisance, and 
the failure to realize it all has led some 
to feel that obeisance can be performed. 


What Is a Christian’s Main Duty? 


Too often it is true that even born- 
again Christians do not realize that 
whether by life or death their chief end 
is to glorify God, that all of life belongs 
to God, whether in small or in large 
affairs. Christians today, the world over, 
are in as fierce a war as is any nation 
anywhere, not against flesh and blood, 
“not with sword’s loud clashing and 
roll of stirring drum,” but against prin- 
cipalities and powers in heavenly places, 
against Satan who knows his time is 
short. 

Like their Master, they must stand 
and trust God, witness to him, and in 
witnessing realize that whenever God 
asks his soldier’s life, no soldier has any 
right to refuse the sacrifice. 

This very thing was said to me by a 
Korean Christian brother not a year ago. 
Said he: “Every country takes whom- 
soever it will in time of war. If that 
man loses his life he has no complaint 
against his country.” Then he went on 
to say that the case was no different in 
this struggle to display the banner God 
has entrusted to his children in this 
world. He said he looked upon him- 
self as already a dead man, and there- 
fore it made no difference to him what 
happened to him. Imprisoned again and 
again this man when released goes im- 
mediately about his business of serving 
God outside the prison as he served him 
by his witness inside. 

A gentle little woman, won to Christ 
in her early childhood, now grown and 
herself a mother, said practically the 
same thing. Arrested, she was unmer- 
cifully beaten, water mixed with red 
pepper was poured down her nostrils 
until when released she was in a pitiable 
condition, but she maintained her testi- 
mony ! 

An elderly pastor arrested many times, 
knowing that Shintoism is demon wor- 
ship, refused to bow. Two weeks after 
I saw him last, when we had prayer 
together and committed each other to 
the Lord, he was knocked down and 
prutally kicked. 

A man known all over Korea, at his 
final imprisonment was under arrest for 
six months. His church remained loyal 
to him and to God and could not be 
prevailed upon to dismiss him. After 

(Continued on page 56) 
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LESSON 5. FEBRUARY 2. THE INDIVIDUAL’S RESPONSIBILITY 
REGARDING BEVERAGE ALCOHOL 


International Uniform Lesson.—Habakkuk 2:15; Genesis 4:9-12; Mark 9: 42-48; 1 Thessalonians.5 : 22 
Golden Text.—Abstain from all appearance of evil.—1 Thess. 5: 22 














Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Hab. 2:15 Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink, that 
puttest thy bottle to him, and makest him drunken also, that thou 
mayest look on their nakedness ! 


Gen. 4:9 And the Lorp said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy 
brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my brother’s keeper? 

10 And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother’s 
blood crieth unto me from the ground. ’ 

11 And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened 
her mouth to receive thy brother’s blood from thy hand; 

12 When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield 
unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou 
be in the earth. 


Mark 9:42 And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones 
that believe in me, it is better for him that a millstone were 
hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea. 

43 And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee 
to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, 
into the fire that never shall be quenched: 

44 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

45 And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee 
to enter halt into life, than having two feet to be cast into hell, 
into the fire that never shall be quenched: 

46 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

47 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for 
thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having 
two eyes to be cast into hell fire: 

48 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 


1 Thess. 5:22 Abstain from all appearance of evil. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Hab. 2:15 Woe unto him that giveth his neighbor drink, to thee 
that taddest thy * venom, and makest him drunken also, that 
thou mayest look on their nakedness ! 


Gen. 4:9 And. Jehovah said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy 
brother? And he said, I know not: am I my brother’s keeper? 
10 And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother’s 
blood crieth unto me from the ground. 11 And now cursed art 
thou from the ground, which hath opened its mouth to receive 
thy brother’s blood from thy hand; 12 when thou tillest the 
ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee its strength; a 
fugitive and a wanderer shalt thou be in the earth. 


Mark 9:42 And whosoever shall cause one of these little ones 
that believe *on me to stumble, it were better for him if ‘a great 
millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the 
sea. 43 And if thy hand cause thee to stumble, cut it off: it is 
good for thee to enter into life maimed, rather than having thy 
two hands to go into hell, into the unquenchable fire.* 45 And 
if thy foot cause thee to stumble, cut it off: it is good for thee 
to enter into life hait, rather than having thy two feet to be cast 
into Shell. 47 And if thine eye cause thee to stumble, cast it 
out: it is good for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with 
one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into °* hell; 
48 where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

1 Thess. 5:22 Abstain from every form of evil. 


1Or, pourest. *Or, fury. *Many ancient authorities omit, 
on me. *Gr., a millstone turned by an ass. *Gr., Gehenna. 
®*Verses 44 and 46 (which are identical with verse 48) are 
omitted by the best ancient authorities. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HERE can be no two sides to the 

| question of the degradation caused 
by the intemperate use of alcoholic 
liquors. There is considerable diver- 
gence of opinion as to its use for bev- 
erage purposes if appetite is restrained 
and over-indulgence is not permitted. 
But to tamper with a poison is always 
dangerous, and even though one had 
strength of character sufficient to enable 
him to drink moderately, and so never 
go on to inebriation, there is the ques- 
_ tion of example to be considered. We 
all have an influence over others. To 
some degree at least, we are in the posi- 
tion of mentors to them. It was this 
that led Paul to declare, “It is good 
neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, 
nor any thing whereby thy brother 
stumbleth, or is offended, or is made 
weak” (Rom. 14:21). As society is con- 
stituted today, in civilized lands, the 
eating of meats offered to idols (which 
was what Paul referred to) is no longer 
a problem. But the use of wine and 
other alcoholic drinks is‘still a matter of 
grave concern, perhaps even more so 
than in the days when the Bible was 
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written. In those early times there was 
really less inebriation than now, for 
men had not learned how to concoct so 
many varieties of intoxicants. We there- 
fore are called upon to be more than 
ordinarily careful in regard to this mat- 
ter, which concerns so many of our 
youth, who are inclined readily to fol- 
low in the steps of those to whom they 
look up as moral examples. 


The Historical Setting 


Habakkuk prophesied in the seventh 
century B. C. He was a contemporary 
of Jeremiah in the dark days preceding 


the Chaldean conquest of Palestine. ° 


Cain, the first man born into the world, 
became a murderer because of indiffer- 
ence to his brother’s rights. Jesus gave 
similar instruction to that of our lesson 
in the Sermon on the Mount. It was 
doubtless characteristic of his ministry 
thus to”warn against the power of habit. 
Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians 
was the earliest of all his inspired 
Epistles. 


Verse by Verse 


Hab. 2:15.—“Woe unto him that giveth 
his neighbour drink.” Conviviality may 
demand that one “treat” another to the 
intoxicating cup, but God has pro- 
nounced this woe upon the one who thus 
tempts and leads his neighbor into sin 


—a sin which exposes his moral naked- 
ness as none other does. 

Gen. 4:9—“Am I my _brother’s 
keeper?” This was the question of the 
querulous and selfish Cain when he had 
already slain his brother Abel. It be- 
trayed the wickedness of his heart. He 
posed as an. individualist who recognized 
no responsibility toward others, whether 
weak or strong. We all are held re- 
sponsible by God to seek our brother’s 
good. We refuse to accept this respon- 
sibility at our own peril. 

Verse 10.—‘*The voice of thy brether’s 
blood crieth unto me.” It is the cry for 
judgment upon one ‘who has ruthlessly 
sacrificed his brother for the gratifica- 
tion of his own pleasure or ambition. 
He who wrongs or misleads another will 
bear the penalty of the divine judgment. 

Verse 11.—“‘Now art thou cursed from 
the earth.” The ban placed upon Cain 
falls upon all who are guilty of similar 
sin. It is not necessary to destroy one’s 
life by actual murder. A life may be 
ruined by the power of an evil example 
or by the suggestion of one of wicked 
character, tempting a weaker one to 
some sin of which he formerly knew 
nothing. 


Verse 12.—“A fugitive and a vagabond 
shalt thou be in the earth.” The evil- 
doer has lost all title to recognition as 
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a ‘wholesome member of society. His 
shocking behavior makes him an outlaw 
to decency and respectability. 

Mark 9:42.—“Whoever shall offend one 
of these little ones.” To offend means 
to cause to stumble. It is a terrible 
offense to put temptation before a child 
or to tempt the young in years or in 
grace, to do what is hurtful to body 
and soul. One might rather be drowned 
in “the sea.” 


Verse 43.—“If thy hand offend thee, 
cut it off.” Not literally, of course. But 
if the members of the body lure into 
sin, then we are called upon to mortify 
them, to hold them in the place of death 
(Col. 3:5), lest they get such control 
that we be in peril of eternal ruin. 

Verse 44.—“Where their worm dieth 
not.” It is a figure drawn from the 
worms preying upon the dead carcasses 
thrown into the fires of the valley of 
Hinnom, outside Jerusalem, and pictures 
the awful remorse of an unpurged con- 
science throughout a lost eternity, in 
the fire of God’s judgment against sin. 

Verse 45.—“If thy foot offend thee, cut 
it off.” Let not the foot carry you into 
any place where God would be dishon- 
ored or where evil companionship would 
work toward moral and spiritual ruin 
for time and eternity. 


Verse 46.—“The fire is not quenched.” 
Men may deny the reality of hell, but 
the Lord Jesus solemnly proclaimed it. 
The most serious teaching in the Bible 
on the terrible doom of the impenitent 
wicked was given by our Lord himself. 


Verse 47.—“If thine eye offend thee.” 
How many have stumbled through the 
lust of the eye (1 John 2:16). Close 
the eyes to all that is vile or suggestive, 
for the heart is affected by what we look 
upon, and sinful acts soon follow. 


Verse 48.—“Their worm ... and the 
fire.” For the third time we get this 
awful declaration. God would never 
have us forget that sin brings judgment 
of an unending character. 


1 Thess. 5:22.—“Abstain from all ap- 
pearance of evil.” Or from every form 
of evil. To trifle with anything unholy 
is the height of folly. Whatever bears 
the hallmark of iniquity is to be avoided 
by the Christian, both for his own sake 
and for the sake of others over whom 
he has any influence. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


No man lives to himself alone. We 
all have responsibilities to society which 
we can only ignore at our peril. God 
holds us accountable for the influence 
for good or evil which we have on those 
with whom we come in contact. We are 
so to conduct ourselves and so to order 
our behavior that we shall not injure 
by our actions those who associate with 
us. The second table of the law said, 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self” (Lev. 19:18). “Love is the fulfill- 
ing of the law” (Rom. 13:10) and he 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 

5. (18) February 2.—The Individual’s Re- 
sponsibility Regarding Beverage Al- 
cohol. Habakkuk 2:15; Genesis 4: 

9-12; Mark 9:42-48; 1 Thessalonians 5:22 

6. (19) February 9.—The Christian Atti- 


tude toward Possessions .... Luke 16 
7. (20) February 16.—Jesus Teaches For- 
giveness and Gratitude .. ...Luke 17 
8. (21) February 23.—Jesus Calls to 
Ce Pre era Luke 18 
9. (22) March 2.—The Authority of 
PRE re Luke 19:1 to 20:8 


10. (23) March 9.—Christ Rejected. 
Luke 20:9 to 21:38 
11. (24) March 16.—The Lord’s Supper. 


Luke 22:1-38 
12. (25) March 23.—Jesus Condemned and 
Crucified oe .... Luke 22:39 to 23:56 


13. (26) March 30. —Christ’s Commission. 
Luke 24:36-53 








who walks in love (Eph. 5:2) will work 
no ill to his neighbor, either by precept 
or example. If this standard is too 
high for the natural man, it is that 
which the Holy Spirit enables the re- 
generated man to maintain, for the fruit 
of the Spirit is love, out of which all 
other graces flow (Gal. 5:22, 23). 


A Lesson Outline 
THE PowER OF EXAMPLE 
Christ our example (John 13:15) 
His servants to be examples (Titus 3:2) 
God’s ways with Israel examples (1 Cor. 
10:6) 
Unbelief an evil example (Heb. 4:11) 


Careless habits a bad example (Rom. 14: 
21) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Liquor Advertising. One of the fla- 
grant evils of our day is the attractively 
gotten-up liquor advertisement. One 
might suppose from pictures and letter 
press that whisky and other alcoholic 
drinks gave the acme of enjoyment and 
contributed to health and longevity, 
whereas statistics and experience prove 
the very opposite. Who.can estimate 
the effect upon the ignorant of the bril- 
liant signs and honeyed write-ups which 
are encountered on every side, and are 
the Devil’s own agents for making 
drunkards out of the youth of our land? 


The hostess who, in: order to appear 
up-to-date, serves liquors to her guests 
is deliberately violating the command of 
God, and comes under the judgment of 
Habakkuk 2:15. 


We are told that the blood of Jesus 
speaks better things than that of Abel 
(Heb. 12:24). Abel’s blood cried from 
the ground for vengeance on his mur- 
derers, as the blood of untold myriads of 
slaughtered men and women, victims of 
the sins of others, calls today. But— 


Jesus’ blood, through earth and skies, 
Mercy, free, boundless mercy cries. 
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Surely if any crime deserved the most 
extreme punishment, it was the murder 
of the Son of God. Yet Jesus prayed, 
“Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do” (Luke 23:34), and 
God has accepted his sacrifice as an 
oblation for the sins of the world, that 
through him all who believe may be 
justified from all things (Acts 13:38, 39). 


Applications and Summaries 


The beginning of sin may seem very 
insignificant, but who can measure its 
final effects? 


It is a great mistake to start some- 
thing which you cannot stop. If already 
tampering with any evil habit, the only 
safe course is to deal with it unspar- 
ingly in the presence of God and seek 
grace to put it away forever. 


No one is walking in charity toward 
others who allows liberties to himself 
which he knows may have a deleterious 
effect upon them. 


“Even Christ pleased not himself” 
(Rom. 15:3), and he who takes him for 
his example will always consider others 
first and put self last. 


The Spirit of God, through the Apos- 
tle Paul, lays down two principles which 
are all-important. He says, “All things 
are lawful unto me, but all things are 
not expedient”; and, “All things are law- 
ful for me, but I will not be brought 
under the power of any” (1 Cor. 6:12). 


We can test every proposal to self- 
indulgence by these two questions: “Is 
it expedient?” and, “Am I likely to come 
under its power?” 


CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 
w, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to differ- 
ent members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a ‘ater page of this issue? 


HY should a Christian let intoxicants 
alone? 
2. What is the harm of a drink of 
wine or beer in one’s home? 

3. Can a person be a Christian and drink 
liquor? 

4. Is alcohol a stimulant, as so many peo- 
ple believe? 

5. What has caused the terrible wave of 
drunkenness which is sweeping America? 

6. If already under the power of an evil 
habit, how may one find deliverance? 

7. What does our Lord declare will be the 
doom of those who refuse allegiance to him? 

8. To what extent are we responsible for 
Others? 

9. If our influence has been responsible 
for the eternal destruction of another soul, 
will we necessarily be lost? 

10. What can you do to keep friends and 
neighbors from experiencing present and 
eternal tragedy? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 53 of this issue. 




















Lesson for FebruaryJ2 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Rum Castle Down the Main Line. 
—Woe unto him ... that puttest thy 
bottle to him (Hab. 2:15). One of the 
old, time-honored hotels at a popular 
seaside resort got into financial trouble 
from the 1929 catastrophe. Other in- 
terests (money) came into the owner- 
ship and management. In the letter of 
the hotel to old patrons, it was stated 
the hotel had put in a “bar.” I knew 
the old management quite well, so I 
wrote the hotel, and pointing to Habak- 
kuk 2:15, I told them this story: 

A. very wealthy maker of a widely 
advertised whisky had built himself a 
stately and costly mansion near the main 
line of the Pennsylvania Railroad. It 
was the show place of Eastern Pennsyl- 
vania. 

One day the war-time Governor of 
Pennsylvania, the Hon. Andrew G. Cur- 
tin, in company with my lawyer friend, 
Joe Purdue (who told me the story) 
came riding by. 

“Whose fine place is that, Joe?” asked 
Mr. Curtin. 

“You ought to know, Governor, for I 
expect that both you and I had a part 
in building it. That is the new home 
of Blank, the famous whisky maker.” 

After a long silence the Governor said, 
with great feeling: 

“Joe, I have drunk whisky all my life 
—too much at times, I fear,— but say, 
Joe, I thank my God I never put the 
bottle to another’s lips.” 

I got a letter from the hotel manager 
explaining how the bar came about. He 
said: “We are putting forth every ef- 
fort to make this service as inconspicu- 
ous as possible. .. . Our earnest desire 
is to make this service apparent only 
to those who wish to avail themselves 
of it. The general public is not so- 
licited.” 

What is the moral? One can well be 
that old Mr. Mortgage and the Note 
Family can sometimes make a man do 
things he does not like. 


The Cocktail Trap.—Am I my brother’s 
keeper? (Gen. 4:9.) It was a “killer” 
who raised that question with a negative 
inflection. Crime has been asking the 
same question all down the ages, and 
been busy on the “kill,” and not on the 
“keep.” 

Christianity, God’s choicest gift to 
man, has been teaching the world that 
“Brother-Keeping” is man’s best job, be- 
cause when you “Keep (help) one of 
the least of these you help (keep) me.” 
(Matt. 25: 40.) 

Here is what you can read: “I was 
an hungred, and ye gave me meat: . 
and... drink: ... ye took mein: ... 
ye clothed me: ... sick, and ye visited 
me: ...in prison, and ye came.” Quite 
a catalogue of “keeping.” No one in the 
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rum business uses this catalogue that I 
know of, (Prov. 1:10, 12, 17, 19.) 

One of the best illustrations of the 
fact that Christianity is a real divine 
religion and that every real Christian 
considers himself his Brother’s Keeper, 
is an advertisement just put out by one 
of the automobile companies: 

“Watch out for Kids on bikes.” The 
picture shows a man standing by an 
automobile talking to a couple of boys 
with bicycles. On a script overhead, 
“Let’s do this.” “It’s up to us to look 
out for each other.” 

Here in Pennsylvania the Legislature 
has just voted millions to keep those 
not able to keep themselves. In godless 
lands there is none of the Brother Keep- 
ing. In some the helpless brother is 
eaten. In others he is turned out to die. 
In still others he is “purged.” 

As one of the poets puts it, “Man’s in- 
humanity to man makes countless thou- 
sands mourn.” It is not the Christians 


who persecute the Jews. The followers , 


of our Lord are not those who plan cock- 
tail parties to cultivate the taste for 
drink and start both brother and sister 
on their way down, and create “drunken 
newlyweds.” 


Bad Company.—Abstain from all ap- 
pearance of evil (1 Thess. 5:22). One 


* 51 


day as I came along the street in Coates- 
ville I noticed one of our best workmen 
standing talking with a group of young 
men, who, by unanimous town consent, 
were put down as “the toughest bunch 
in town.” 

Now if I had been put upon the wit- 
ness stand I could not have told from 
personal knowledge a single particular 
evil thing any one of the gang had ever 
done. Aside from taking a drink now 
and then, using bad language, and gen- 
eral idleness. Most towns have such 
groups of young men now and then. 

In the larger cities they are the “gilded 
youth” who hang around the Onyx- 
Mahoganys and night clubs, and attend 
cocktail hours. In the smaller town 
their habitat is likely to be the pool 
parlor and taproom. It was with this 
latter crowd that I saw my man “Bob.” 

The next day I called “Bob” out of the 
shop and said to him: “You are one of 
our best and most promising mechanics. 
I was sorry to see you talking and jok- 
ing with that ‘Dirty Dozen’ bunch. Keep 
away from them. They are not your 
kind.” 

Bob did “keep away.” Became an of- 
ficial of the town, and when he died the 
town, state, and nation lost a most valu- 
able citizen. All the “Dirty Dozen,” ex- 
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cept one, have also gone, and the local 
newspaper would have been justified in 
listing the deaths among the city “im- 
provements” ! 

Our text does not say “avoid evil,” for 
that goes without saying, but the “ap- 
pearance” of evil. If it is likely to be 
a “wet” party to which you are invited, 
stay away, no matter who gives it. If it 
is the boss he is likely to think more of 
you because you are a fellow with con- 
victions. 

A very “wet” boss I know, when it 
came to selecting a private secretary, 
hired a Baptist deacon. When I asked, 
“Bill, why didn’t you pick one of your 
own thirsty kind?” he replied, “That 


would not be good business.” (2 Cor. 
6:17.) 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we pray that thou wilt arouse us to a due 
sense of our responsibility for our influence 
upon others. May we not vainly imagine that 
we can live unto ourselves. May we so live 
that we shall encourage others by our example 
to stand fast in the faith, and to avoid what- 
ever may lead to evil. In these great days 
when there is so much need of steadfastness 
and clearness in the warfare against drink, 
may we not take the situation lightly, but do 
our part in the fight for righteousness. May 
we in no way cause others to stumble. We 
ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Do you realize how 
many persons are influenced by what 
you do? You may think that what you 
do or say amounts to very little in affect- 
ing other people, but that isn’t true of 
any one of us. A certain boy who was a 
good ball player refused to go on with 
the team unless the other fellows would 
stop swearing. He had the courage to 
face the whole crowd, and tell them 
plainly just what he meant to do. Did 
they throw him out, or laugh at him? 
Not a bit of it! They stopped their 
swearing. One young fellow in high 
school thought that there must be some 
finer way to have a high school class 
party than to make a dance of it. He 
suggested a change to one or two com- 
mittee members, and they decided to try 
the scheme. Afterward the crowd said 
that was the best party they had ever 
had! So it goes. The boy or girl who 
will stand up fairly and decently for the 
right is honored and respected. One boy 
in a certain neighborhood used to find 
great delight in tripping other boys who 
were riding bicycles by thrusting a stick 
in among the spokes. He thought it was 
fun. He enjoyed causing other fellows 
to stumble. Some fellows even like to 
do that sort of thing in getting other 
fellows to do wrong. The pocket flask 
may seem to some minds very amusing 
and smart, but many a boy or girl has 
had a terrible fall because of it and 
what it contains. You don’t want to trip 
up anybody, do you? Then let your 
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own life be committed to the Lord Jesus, 
an las you walk with him day by day 

1 won’t be walking where there are 
stumblingblocks for others. Let us pray. 


TEPPING 
OR 
TUMBLING 


WHICH AM I? 





TONE 











The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
A for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dol- 
lars for the best one each week. But readers 
are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ex- 
plaining the conditions of this department. The 
full list of lessons for the year, with this leaf- 
let, will be sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure 
to note the conditions means that good illus- 
trations are constantly having to be +." by 
oe editors, which might otherwise be avail- 
able. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


The Lesson for April 6 


Readers who have the lesson list for 1941 
will notice that an alternate lesson is suggested 
for April 6. The Times lesson department will 
discuss only the regular lesson for that date, 
entitled “Christ Promises Power” (Acts 1:1-12), 
and illustrations are desired only for that topic 
and passage. 


His Workmanship.—Woe unto him that 
giveth his neighbour drink (Hab. 2:15). 
A well-known cobbler, in the town of 
Kilmarnock, having occasion to pass the 
door of a public house just as Boniface 
(the saloon keeper) was endeavoring to 
lift a poor, helpless inebriate from the 
gutter was greeted with, “Hey, man, 
come here and gie us a lift.” “Na, na,” 
returned the knight of St. Crispin, “ye 
can jist dae as I dae when I’m finished 
wi’ a job; I allus put it in the window.” 
—From the United Methodist. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Was She Too Young?—Whosoever 
shall offend one of these little ones 
(Mark 9:42). Mary Rose was an attend- 
ant at a Sunday school in Canada. She 
was only six years old, and it might be 
questioned if she was not too young to 
understand the Gospel message. Her 
teacher thought she was. But a day 
came when special services were held 
in the church and an opportunity was 
given for any who would decide for 
Christ to come out to the front. One of 
the first to come out was Mary Rose. 
Her teacher whispered gently: “Per- 
haps you do not quite understand, Mary 
Rose; you are so young. Better go back 
to your seat.” And Mary Rose went 
back, weeping. Questioned later by the 
same teacher as to why she was still 
sobbing bitterly, she cried: “My parents 
don’t want me to be a Christian, and now 
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Teacher doesn’t want me to be one, 
either.” The words of the Saviour came 
back to the teacher: “Suffer the little 
children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not”; and she took little Mary 
Rose into another room, and there they 
knelt down together, and the little one 
entered into Life—From Christian Life. 
Sent by Howard M. Green, Newfane, 
N.Y. 


“What Shall Hell Be Like!”’—To go 
into hell, into the fire that never shall 
be quenched (v. 43). An old Scotch 
preacher was passing a glass factory just 
before going to the church to preach. 
As a door was ajar and it was some 
time till the service, he stepped inside. 
One of the large furnaces had just been 
opened. He gazed into the white, blue, 
and purple mass of liquid flame until 
it nearly seared his face. As he turned 
away unaware of anyone being present, 
he exclaimed, “Ho, mon, what shall hell 
be like!” A stoker standing in the 
shadow heard him. Several nights later 
at the church a man came up to him. 
“You don’t know me, but the other night 
when you stepped into the furnace room 
I heard what you said. Every time I 
have opened that furnace since then the 
words ring in my mind, ‘What shall hell 
be like!’ I have come tonight to find 
out the way of salvation so that I will 
not have to find out what hell is like.” 
—From the Christian Beacon. Sent by 
L. G. James, Toronto, Can. 


When the Door is Shut.—To go into 
hell (v. 43). George Whitefield, while 
preaching once on the text, “The door 
was shut,” had two flippant young men 
in his congregation. One was heard to 
say to the other in mirth, “What if the 
door be shut? Another will open!” Mr. 
Whitefield said later in his sermon, “It 
is possible that there is someone here 
who is careless and trifling, and saying, 
‘What matter if the door be shut? An- 
other will open!” The two young men 
looked at each other in alarm. Mr. 
Whitefield proceeded: “Yes, another 
door will open. It will be the door of 
the bottomless pit, the door of hell!” 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by L. G. James, Toronto, Can. 


Arithmetic Righteousness. — Abstain 
from' all appearance of evil (Golden 
Text). One does.not look for the teach- 
ing of absolute righteousness in an arith- 
metic textbook. But in the arithmetic 
which my little girl brought home from 
school I saw a note to the teacher, say- 
ing: “Impress upon the pupil the neces- 
sity of absolutely correct solutions. There 
is no such thing as an answer nearly 
right. The answer is right or wrong.” 
—From Webb. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Handling Coals.—Abstain from all ap- 
pearance of evil (Golden Text). So- 
phronius had a fair daughter named 
Eulalia, and she asked his permission 
one day to visit the gay Lucinda. “I 
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Lesson for February 2 


cannot allow it,” said the Greek father. 
“Then you must think me exceedingly 
weak,” said the daughter indignantly. 
Sophronius picked up a dead coal from 
the hearth and handed it to his daughtér, 
but she hesitated to accept it. “Take it, 
my child; it will not burn you.” Eulalia 
obeyed, and the milky whiteness of her 
hand was instantly gone. “Father, we 
cannot be too careful in handling coals,” 
said the vexed daughter. “No,” said the 
father, solemnly, “for even when they 
do not burn, they blacken.” So it is 
with evil companions and communica- 
tions —From the Sunday at Home. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 
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Little Jetts Teach the hones 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Responsibility. 

Discussion: How much drinking is go- 
ing on among young people today? Per- 
haps the fellows can give more informa- 
tion on this than the teacher. 

Objective: Making personal responsi- 
bility an asset. ‘ 











AY, fellows, responsibility is a liabil- 

ity or an asset, according to the way 
you deal with it. If a business, moral, 
social, or spiritual responsibility is 
evaded or disregarded, embarrassment 
and trouble are sure to follow; thus it 
goes on the debit side of the ledger. 
But if it is recognized, accepted, and 
faithfully discharged, it becomes a deep 
and abiding satisfaction. 

It is interesting to note that God never 
puts anything into your life except for 
your good—even for your joy. If any 
experience has come to you which failed 
somehow to bring you satisfaction, blame 
your own self for putting the wrong 
label on it. You made the mistake of 
placing it among the liabilities instead 
of among the assets. See a fellow start- 
ing out with a frown upon his face. He 
has been given a task to do which he 
hates. So long as he feels that way 
about it, it will be a hateful thing, and 
the whole performance will be a miser- 
able drag. But if he will look at it the 
other way: if he will say to himself, 
“IT would not have chosen this, but if it 
is my duty to do it, then I know God has 
a blessing in it for me; so here goes to 
make the best of it!’”—then, oh, boy, 
he will come out into the clearing sooner 
or later and rejoice that he had to go 
through with it. 

Our lesson today deals particularly 
with personal responsibility regarding 
alcoholic beverages: how one uses his 
influence. Four Scripture texts are 
given — two from the Old Testament and 
two from the New. Habakkuk 2:15 is 
the only one of these specially refer- 
ring to the drink evil. Woe unto the 
fellow that offers another a drink. 
Liquor, beer, wine, all these, are making 
wrecks of manhood and womanhood to- 
day. That one who starts such destruc- 
tion of a life by offering or suggesting 
a drink will stand before the judgment 
bar of God one day with a terrible ac- 
countability to answer for. It would be 
a fearful thing to have the Judge say 
to you, “See that poor, condemned soul 
over there, his life ruined by drink? 
That is your work. You offered him his 
first drink. You were strong enough to 
be a so-called ‘moderate drinker,’ but 
he was weak, and the habit soon made 
shipwreck of him. You are responsible 
for that!” 


But there are other Scripture texts 


in the lesson which suggest a wider 
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scope of responsibility. In Gesesis, Cain 
is answering God’s challenge by saying, 
“Am I my brother’s keeper?” Of course 
he was his brother’s keeper. And you 
and I are our brothers’ keepers. In all 
social relationships this is the one in 
which we seem to be the blindest. In 
the Mark passage, our Lord is saying, 
“Whosoever shall offend [tempt] one of 
these little [Weak] ones that believe in 
me, it were better for him that a mill- 
stone were hanged about his neck, and 
he were cast into the sea.” Could you 
imagine a more startling statement than 
that? Specially if you think of that as 
being your neck! Did you ever see a 
millstone? It weighs about a ton; it 
would carry one straight to the bottom 
of the sea and hold him there until the 
fishes disposed of him. Evidently our 
Lord wanted to impress us very deeply 
with a sense of our responsibility for 
our weaker brothers. 

But the 1 Thessalonians 5:22 text ex- 
tends the scope of personal responsibil- 
ity still further when it warns us to 
“abstain from all appearance of evil.” 
Even while we are cleaving to the good 
we have got to be careful lest we make 
an impression of badness. There are 
some very righteous folks who have such 
an unfortunate way of practicing their 
righteousness that they produce a bad 
impression and‘ are responsible for a 
bad reaction on the part of those they 
have dealings with; and many a fellow 
has failed to find the beauty and lov- 
ableness of Jesus because he was expect- 
ing to see those qualities in some lead- 
ing Christian and was disappointed. 

I tell you, fellows, when we get the 
Bible conception of personal responsibil- 
ity we will “watch” our “step.” 

Avon Park, FLA. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 50) 


1. For his own sake and for the sake of 
those to whom he might set an evil example 
(1 Thess. 5:22; 1 Cor. 8:13). 


2. Aside from the physical harm, the fact 
that drinking never stays confined to one’s 
own home. 


3. Being a Christian.depends upon heart 
relationship to the Saviour (John 3:36; Rom. 
10:9). -Being a clean-cut, victorious Chris- 
tian involves surrender of every thought 
and habit to the Lord (1 Cor. 6:19, 20; Rom. 
6:12-16; 2 Cor. 10:4, 5). 


4. No, it is a narcotic, and the first thing 
deadened is the judgment of the individual, 
making balanced reasoning impossible. 


5. The teaching of evolution, Communism, 
and atheism to our young men and women, 
doing away with all sense of responsibility 
to God, has opened the door to lust and 
intemperance, and clever liquor advertising 
has helped. 


6. By confessing and forsaking the evil 
thing and counting on the risen Christ 
through the fullness of the Spirit to give 
constant victory. 


7. He shows that everlasting punishment 
in hell awaits the finally impenitent. 


8. We should avoid even an otherwise 
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harmless thing if that thing would cause 
another person to be hurt (Rom. 14:19-21). 

9. No, not if we repent and accept Christ 
as our Saviour, for we have a marvelously 
just and gracious Redeemer who will can- 
cel every sin (Luke 7:48; John 8:11; Acts 
3:19). See also answer No. 3. 

10. Show them Christ (Phil. 2:15, 16). Tell 
them of his better Way of life for them (1 
Tim. 4:12-16). Pray (Acts 6:4). Take an 
active, Christian part in providing a more 
wholesome community environment. 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To show Christian girls their re- 
sponsibilities, direct and indirect, for the 
conduct and eternal destiny of associates. 


Activity.—Make an outline of warnings 
and penalties for failure to heed as in- 
dicated in our lesson texts (Hab. 2:15; 
Gen. 4:9-12; Mark 9:42-48; 1 Thess. 5:22). 


WARNING PENALTY FOR 
To him that— FAILURE 
Gives his neigh- Woe (sorrow, 
bor drink. misery, curse). 
Injures a Life of a fugitive 
brother. and vagabond. 


Offends a “‘little Life of an eternal 


one.” outcast from 
Heaven. 

Does not “abstain Damaging effect 
from all ap- upon lives of 
pearance of ethers (1 Thess. 
evil.” 5:15). 


Picture for poster: A young girl show- 
ing kindness to a “little one.” 

Memory Verse.—‘‘He that is slow to 
anger is better than the mighty; and he 
that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh 
a city” (Prov. 16:32). 











NEIGHBOR AND BROTHER 


— take care of my own affairs, 
and let everyone else take care of 
his,” say those who are _ indifferent 
toward the welfare of neighbor and 
brother. 

A Christian, though, cannot be indif- 
ferent toward others. Love your neigh- 
bor, was positive advice from our Lord; 
and, Never hurt your neighbor, was the 
essence of his negative command (Matt. 
5:43, 44). 

Let us consider examples. Our Mem- 
ory Verse suggests that we be “slow 
to anger.” What difference does it make 
to others when we “fly off the handle,” 
or “boil inside”? We thus break down 
our own powers of restraint, and we, at 
least temporarily, damage the poise and 
balance of our companions. Then, too, 
sometimes a victim of quick temper 
causes permanent disaster to another as 
in the case of Cain and Abel. 

Victims of strong drink also contribute 
to the downfall of men, women, and 
children. The first verse of our lesson 
is addressed not to the drinker him- 
self, but to “him that giveth his neigh- 
bour drink.” Perhaps you have never 
been guilty of this, but look at some 
actual possibilities of indirectly contrib- 
uting toward the drunkenness of people. 
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Suppose a man had a building to rent, 
and among the bids is an exceedingly 
high offer from one who wants to oper- 
ate a “beer parlor.” Would this prop- 
erty owner, if he rents to the dispenser 
of liquor, be responsible for the effects 
of drunkenness upon those who would 


‘buy? Examples of this type do exist. 


Suppose you have grapes to sell; then 
before you can market them, they lose 
quality and cannot be sold as fresh table 
grapes, or be dried as raisins. They be- 
gin to spoil and can bring profit only 
if sold for wine. Would you sell them 
thus? Or, suppose, when you have bar- 
ley to sell, you are offered ninety cents 
per hundred if you release it as feed 
barley, and $1.25 if you sell it for liquor 
malt. What choice would. you make? 
Could the damage be traced to you if 
someone would be injured by eventually 
drinking the results of your sale? 


“LITTLE ONES” 


Often we cannot reach the hearts of 
folks already grown, and who have es- 
tablished habits that delight in evil, but 
always for a little, untainted child there 
is hope. That is why the penalty men- 
tioned by the Lord Jesus (Mark 9:42- 
48) for failure to minister to “little ones” 
is so terrible. 

What may we do for children in homes 

where liquor prevails? Are we causing 
any offense when we fail to see their 
needs? Perhaps your work does not 
bring you into contact with such needs. 
Is there anything, then, that you may 
do? Could you make your home a 
haven where little tots from uncom- 
fortable surroundings could occasionally 
find a bit of joy? Could you go with 
the community health nurse and care 
for small children while she renders 
aid? Could you serve in a nursery 
school for little ones whose parents work 
during the day? Could you provide 
material for others who help? 
“In California, for instance, there is 
an increasing need for such an oppor- 
tunity for pre-school children of people 
who work in cotton fields, in the fruit, 
or other crops. 

Recently, while men and. women 
picked cotton in our fields near by, we 
had the privilege of bringing neglected, 
hungry little youngsters to the house to 
have their smeary hands® and faces 
washed and to drink a glass of milk. 
While we were washing the face of one 
wee girl whose brother was then de- 
tained in jail for having caused a dis- 
turbance when he was under the influ- 
ence of drink, she prattled merrily, 
“My mother didn’t have time to wash 


_me this morning. It is really nice to 


be clean, isn’t it! I want to keep clean 
all the time now.” 

How much we wish she could, and 
that as she matures, the temple of her 
body might become a clean habitation 
for the Spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ 
(Rom. 12:1, 2; Gal. 2:20). 
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YOURSELF 


Girls, following Christ is the most 
sane, normal, energetic, profitable, real- 
life experience available. As we look 
about us, we see great services of im- 
portance waiting for someone to com- 
mence, while each can do so pathetically 
little. Does this thought overwhelm 
you? It should not, for our own Sav- 
iour-Keeper will give us, who are in 
truth “our brothers’ keepers,” all the 
love, strength, and wisdom we need in 
order to guard the interests of those 
whom he wants our lives to reach (Psa. 
37:5; 1 Pet. 2:7; Phil. 4:13). 

Next week we shall study a Christian 
girl’s responsibility toward possessions. 
Notice how Matthew 25:40 ties the 
thoughts of this series of lessons to- 
gether. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow. 


HAT Bible story does this picture 

(The Lost Sheep, by Soord) tell? 
Ted, will you find the story of the lost 
sheep in your Bible and read it aloud 
for us? Now, Sarah, please read John 
10:11 to us. Who are Jesus’ sheep? Have 
you learned Psalm 100? Can you re- 
member one of its verses which tells 
about God’s sheep? “We are his people, 
and the sheep of his pasture” (v. 3). 

When we were naughty we went away 
from Jesus and got lost. Did Jesus 
come find us as a shepherd would? 
Please find Luke 19:10 and read it. Now 
look at the picture. Could the sheep 
get back without help? See the deep 
valley, the gathering darkness, and the 
swooping eagles. Do your sharp eyes 
see the steep cliff and the thorns which 
hold the sheep from going back? They 
are like sin that kept us from going to 
Ged. But Jesus’ strong hand pulled us 
from: the thorns even though they 
pricked him hard, and took us back. 
(Perhaps you remember when the sol- 
diers made fun of Jesus’ being a king 
what kind of crown they made for him. 
Matt. 27:29.) John 10:11, 17, 18 tell us 
more of what Jesus had to do to save 
his sheep. What was it? And now he 
invites us always to stay in his pasture 
with him. If you really mean it, you 
may repeat Psalm 23 with me. 

Do you remember how sin first got 
into this world? How Adam and Eve 
did not mind God? Why did Eve dis- 
obey? (Gen. 3:6.) There is something 
that God has told us not to touch, too. 
Some of it comes from fruit (Prov. 23: 
3la; Eph. 5:18a). I wonder if people 
who disobey that command of God get 
into trouble as Eve did. What do you 
think? Tell some stories that you know 
about it. 

Here is a rhyme that I learned when 
I, was a girl. Listen while I repeat it. 
I have also printed it on this chart with 
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Lesson for February 2 


red pencil and written the Bible verses 
which go with it in blue crayon. Here 
are pictures too of a boy, a girl, a package 
of cigarettes, and a glass of liquor. You 
may repeat the words of the rhyme, and 
I will read the Bible verses. Would you 
like a copy of this to take home? Here 
are some written in red and blue colors 
like the chart. You may illustrate yours 
by pasting on it a snapshot of yourself 
or pictures cut from magazines. If you 
are sure you want to make this promise 
to God, you may sign your name at the 
bottom of the paper. 

My body is a temple, 


(“Your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost” 
—1 Cor. 6:19) 


To God it does belong. 
(“The body is of Christ’’—Col. 2:17) 
He bids me keep it for his use, 


(“Therefore glorify God in your body’’— 
1 Cor. 6:20) 


He wants it pure and strong. 


(“Keep thyself pure’—1l1 Tim. 5:22. “Be 
strong”—Eph. 6:10) 


The things that harm the body 
I must not use at all, 

(“Do thyself no harm’’—Acts 16:28) 
Tobacco is one hurtful thing, 
Another, alcohol. 

Into my mouth they shall not go; 
When tempted, I will answer “No,” 


(“If sinners entice thee, consent thou not”— 
Prov. 1:10) 


And every day I’ll watch and pray, 


(“Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into 
temptation”—Mark 14:38) 


Lord, keep me pure and strong alway.” 


(“Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; 
keep the door of my lips’”—Psa. 141:3) 
—Source unknown. 


If one of your friends should find a 
little beer still left in a bottle and should 
suggest that you and he drink it for fun, 
would you do it? Suppose he made fun 
of you and called you a sissie because 
you refused to drink any of it? The 
Bible tells a story of what some men 
did when they were asked to drink (Jer. 
35:5, 6, 8). God praised and rewarded 
them because they refused to break the 
orders of their father. Has your father 
or mother given you orders about drink- 
ing or smoking? How much more we 
should obey God’s orders ! 

Perhaps you have already picked up 
the habit of smoking or drinking a lit- 
tle. You think it doesn’t matter much. 
Let me tie your wrist to this table leg 
by a thread. Does it matter much? Can 
you easily break the thread and get 
away? Now let me use three or four 
strands. You can still break away? 
Next I will tie you to the table leg by 
many strands of thread. You cannot 
break it now? Does it matter much 
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to read what Jesus said about the im- 

portance of getting rid of bad habits 

that might bring us to ruin (Mark 9: 

43-48). Perhaps you will want to break 

your bad habit before it gets too strong. 
FRANKFORT, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Inspiration.—This month we are consider- 
ing some things that should be in our 
prayers. The first thing is praise. None of 
us praise God enough. Teach the children 
to praise him. Sing the Doxology. They 
may not know it, but will soon learn it if 
it is sung quite often. Read Psalm 148, ex- 
plaining it so the children can understand 
it, Pray while the children bow their 
heads, and make it a prayer of praise. 


Information.—Contrast Christ, the Peace- 
maker and Satan, the troublemaker (John 
14:27; 16:23; Rom. 14:17; Rev. 2:9). Contrast 
God’s children — peacemakers; Satan’s chil- 
dren — quarrel makers. Which are you? 


Application.—Print “‘Blessed are the peace- 
makers”’ on a card or book page. You can 
bring in the temperance lesson fittingly here. 
Alcohol is one of Satan’s best tools. With it 
he can make men quarrelsome, angry, cruel, 
foolish, reckless. Christ makes men [here 
fill in the words which are the fruit of the 
Spirit in the Christian’s life] peaceful, pa- 
tient, kind, wise, and careful. Write this 
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and Supplies Station Furnishings 
For nearly 55 years, Ward’s complete, tech- 
nical export service has given unexcelled service 
to missionaries in all parts of the world. If you 
wish a catalog for export use only, write today 
for a free copy. 
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ards on station equipment 
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contrast on the blackboard. Some simple 
stories in illustration of these things will 
help to fix the lesson. 

NE day my nice gray cat sat on the 

step in the sun, just taking a nap, 
when a dog came around the corner of 
the house, and oh, dear, in half a minute, 
there was an awful fight right on my 
doorstep. What was the matter? They 
had never seen each other before, but 
dogs and cats don’t get along very well 
generally. You have seen them fight 
many times, I think. We all know they 
fight; but do you know, I think it is all 
because of sin and Satan? There are 
some very beautiful verses in the elev- 
enth chapter of Isaiah that tell us how 
the animals will act after Christ has 
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returned to earth and set up his right- 
eous kingdom. The wolf and the lamb 
will lie down peaceably together; now 
the wolf kills and eats the lamb. The 
leopard and the kid will get along hap- 
pily together, but now the leopard kills 
and eats the young goat. Then the young 
lion and the calf, the cow and the bear 
will feed together. Even the poisonous 
snakes will not bite. The curse will 
have been removed from the animal 
world. 

People quarrel and fight. Whole 
armies of men are fighting and killing 
each other all over the world now. Who 
is to blame? Satan is the troublemaker. 
He blinds men’s hearts so they cannot 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
the only One who can give peace. So 
they hate each other, and then comes 
war. Today Satan is turning men 
against God and against each other. 

Boys and girls quarrel. Why? Be- 
cause of sin in their hearts, and Satan 
caused the sin. Again he is the trouble- 
maker. 

The children of God, the ones who 
have the Lord Jesus Christ for their 
Saviour, are the only people in the world 
who have peace, because they are the 
only ones who have the Peacemaker. 
John tells us that Jesus said to his dis- 
ciples, “Peace I leave with you, my peace 
I give unto you” (John 14:27). And he 
gives us that peace. Then we have no 
business to quarrel and fight. Some- 
times we act as if we belonged to Satan 
instead of Christ. Even Christians, boys 
and girls, men and women, quarrel 
sometimes. What ashame! Acting just 
like the Devil’s children. I think we'd 
better learn our Memory Verse: “Blessed 
are the peacemakers: for they shall be 
called the children of God” (Matt. 5:9). 

MopestTg, CALIF. 

4 


A Faithful Remnant Who Will 
Not Bow at the Shrines 
(Continued from page 48) 


every other means failed the police or- 
dered the local Presbytery to depose 
him. Presbytery was subservient enough 
to do so and sent a committee of seven 
with the police on Easter Day to his 
church to announce his deposition from 
the ministry for “disobedience” and to 
close the church. The congregation, to 
prevent the committee from Presbytery 
from taking charge of the service sang, 
“A mighty fortress is our God” over and 
over until eventually the police arrested 
the man who led the singing and twelve 
others, including the pastor’s wife. Then 
they drove the people out and watched 
while Presbytery’s committee posted a 
notice saying the church was closed. 
The government is not content with 
force alone. It uses fraud and deceit as 
well. One man after weeks of impris- 
onment was told he would be released, 
but was asked if before he went home 
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he would be willing to visit one of the 
shrines just to see what it was like. 
He agreed to do so. As he climbed the 
steps to the shrine he was photographed, 
and his picture was published in the 
newspapers labeled, “Mr. —— on his 
way to do obeisance at the shrine.” 

Those who know the methods of the 
police everywhere throughout the Em- 
pire could fill volumes with stories such 
as these. Names and places cannot be 
published, for they would lead to rear- 
rest and worse treatment than before, 
but the land is full of such incidents, 
North, South, East, and West, in Man- 
chukuo, in Chosen, in Japan, and, if the 
truth were known, probably also in For- 
mosa and in the Mandated Islands of 
the South Seas. Even Japanese are not 
exempt. I have talked with Japanese 
who have spent months in prison over 
this matter. . 

Thus a constant stream of Christians 
are coming out of government jails 
beaten until head and limbs are swollen, 
coming out ill, broken in body and 
sometimes in mind. One at least has 
died under such treatment. On being 
released, if they have not surrendered, 
they lose all their rights as Japanese 
subjects, the right to employment, to 
protection, even to life itself. To humil- 
iate them further often they are required 
to promise not to tell anyone of what 
they have suffered and even to bring 
presents to their jailers and thank them 
for the “considerate” treatment re- 
ceived ! 

While there are Japanese Christians 
who would be ready to give their lives 
in an effort to rectify these conditions 
there are not many such. One wishes 
the leaders of the churches in Japan 
showed more confidence in God’s power 
to overcome all obstacles for those who 
trust him. 

What will be the end of all this? Are 
there any indications? I believe there 
are, and will try to indicate some of 
them in the next article. But for the 
present at least official Christianity in 
the whole Japanese Empire has cer- 
tainly gone into another Babylonian cap- 
tivity, and only a remnant is left to God. 
Yet God has always heard the cry of 
the faithful remnant of his people. We 
may be confident he will do so again! 


(To be concluded) 
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How | Study My Bible 
(Continued from page 46) 


to guide us into truth, and illuminate the 
Word to our souls. After studying our- 
selves and knowing the Scriptures, when 
we do read a book concerning matters 
we have already looked into, we become 
more discriminating readers and will not 
be in danger of falling into error, or 
accepting it. 

Not only have I obtained a better 
knowledge of the Scriptures through 
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these studies, but I have come to know 
the Lord a little more and have been 
able to serve him better. And what, are 
the main objects of the Christian life 
but to know him and make him known? 
As we find him in prayer over the Wérd, 
we become better equipped to make him 
known to those who sit in darkness and 
ignorance of him of whom Moses and 
the prophets did write. When we learn 
the truth, we are able then to tell those 
who are bound by sin: “And ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free.” 
KENOSHA, WIs. 
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The Matchless Word of God 


(Continued from page 44) 


least so. It speaks of the sins of earth 
as they are spoken of in Heaven, — with 
repulsion. Not so the Apocrypha. They 
stop again and again with a secret com- 
placency at that which stirs the senses 
and the flesh. No attentive reader 
would say of the Apocrypha what Peter 
said of prophecy, that it ‘came not in 
old time by the will of man.’ 

“Similar comparisons can be made be- 
tween the Church Fathers and the New 
Testament. The letter of Clement to the 
Christians of Corinth and that of Poly- 
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carp to those of Philippi are avowedly 
modeled on those of Paul. Yet they 
have nothing of his manner. They ap- 
peal to the Apostle just as we constantly 
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stances. They never add to content. The 
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homage rendered to the inaccessible 
superiority of Scripture is instinctive. 
And it is not an inability to equal secu- 
lar authors. The superiority of Scrip- 
ture is spiritual, the creator of its pages 
the Holy Spirit. 

“Of all books it alone presents God in 

all things, God the sole end of man and 
his sovereign good,—this, whether it 
names God on every page or, as in the 
Book of Esther, shows him ever pres- 
ent without pronouncing his name. 
Singly among all books the Scripture is 
always jealous for God and for him 
alone. It seeks, wishes, breathes - no 
other thing than love of God, the honor 
of God, the interests of God. 
” “Without Scripture we could not ex- 
plain the followers of Christ, humble and 
great. But without Scripture how could 
we explain Jesus himself? Scripture 
dominated his education, nourished his 
divine life, formed his ministry, in- 
structed him in all righteousness, pre- 
pared him for every good work. It 
fortified him in the desert against temp- 
tation. Scripture, without addition or 
comment, was all that Jesus opposed to 
his great adversary in that mysterious 
and terrible encounter, on the issue of 
which depended our entire redemption. 
‘It is written.’ The tempter halts. ‘It 
is written.’ He recoils. ‘It is written.’ 
He turns and disappears. If the word 
of Moses is useful to the Sen of God 
himself, who rules and commands 
Moses, how can it be other than what 
the apostle calls ‘inspired of God’?” 


* * * * * 


To those who doubt inspiration M. 
Monod proposes a practical test. “There 
would seem to be nothing easier than 
to compose a psalm. You know how 
to write, or I should say, to pray. Well, 
then, try in one of those hours of grace 
when you are censcious of the presence 
of God, to turn off a psalm, a single 
psalm, a little psalm, a 130th Psalm! 
Attain if you can by meditation to its 
depths, by concentration to its pleni- 
tude, by humility to its repentance, by 
study to its simplicity. 

“Or, if the psalm seems Oriental and 
remote from our forms of expression, 
try to write an epistle such as the apos- 
tles wrote to churches or to individual 
Christians, which dealt with the content 
of faith, with the Christian life, — some 
detail of doctrine or of church discipline. 
A Christian letter, — what more simple! 
And to write one, what more is needed 
than to take one’s pen and write to 
brethren engaged in the Lord’s work; 
to an afflicted or tempted friend, to 
spread out on paper all that a prayerful 
soul can receive and give of light, holi- 
ness, sympathy, and love. Write, in de- 
fault of a psalm, a letter such as that 
to Timothy. Seek, ask, thimk, work, 
correct, redouble your efforts and your 
prayers to com:nunicate to that which 
comes from your pen.that living and 
serene light, that plenitude of truth, that 
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universality of application, that richness 
of points of view, that eternity of youth, 
that constant forgetfulness of self, that 


pure zeal for God, that loftiness of view,.- 


that depth of thought.” 

The thing has never been done. The 
only reason is that it cannot be done. 
It was commanded that it should not be 
done. “If any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him the 
plagues that are written in this book.” 
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February 9. I. What the Bible Says About 
Tolerance. Luke 9:49, 50; Gal. 3:26-29. 


Sunday, February 2 


Christian Endeavor’s Sixtieth Birthday 
(Rom. 12:1-5) 
(Christian Endeavor Day) 





Mon.—Praise God for blessings (Psa. 117). 

Tues.—Reward for faithful service (Matt. 
25 :34-36). 

Wed.—The blessings of God (Eph. 1:3-6). 

Thurs.—A service motive (1 Cor. 15:58). 

Fri.—Well-doing merits favor (Gal. 6:7-9). 

Sat.—Open door of the future (Rev. 3:7, 8). 











N ANNIVERSARY, in its very 

nature, is a time when we look back 
over the course we have come and a 
time when we think of those circum- 
stances and persons that were respon- 
sible for the beginning that we cele- 
brate. Thus we have the opportunity 
to check our course with the aims and 
purposes with which we began, and to 
learn any lessons from our experiences 
along the way so that the future may 
be shaped and guided. 


+ 3 

The founder of the Christian Endeavor 
movement, Dr. Francis E. Clark, has 
written down for us the primary aim of 
the first Christian Endeavor Society. He 
tells us that, as a young pastor of the 
Williston Church, he had tried with very 
indifferent success all the schemes of 
church entertainment and _ religious 
amusements that were in vogue at the 
time to win and hold young people in 
the church. He saw that young people, 
although attracted for a little while by 
such novelties, soon lost interest. He 
saw that “the deeper. springs of their 
natures evidently were not touched, and 
their enthusiasm for the service of Christ 
was not aroused.” 

In his book, “The Christian Endeavor 
Manual,” Dr. Clark continues: “With 
these discouraging efforts, foredoomed to 
failure in the beginning, for a back- 
ground, and in despair over these light 
and trivial methods of winning the 
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young people, the Society of Christian 
Endeavor started off with a different 
aim, a higher purpose, and far more 
strenuous methods than any that had 
been tried in the past. It was to be first 
and foremost a Christian society. It was 
to seek first the Kingdom of God; and, 
though other things might be added, like 
literary, social, and musical features, 
they must take their place as secondary 
and subordinate. 

“The prayer meeting was to be the 
beating heart of the new organization; 
its lungs were to inhale the breath of 
daily prayer; it was to feed upon the 
bread of life, and its feet and arms, the 
different committees, were to run on the 
errands of the church, and do the bid- 
ding of the Master.” 


Wherever Christian Endeavor Soci- 
eties have reached out to win and hold 
young people for Christ, and individuals 
and communities have been transformed, 
this aim has been held uppermost. 
Notice the emphasis that Dr. Clark 
placed upon prayer, upon the reading 
of the Scripture, and upon seeking the 
will of the Lord Jesus for every detail 
of the work of the various committees. 
Shall we not do well in our meeting 
this week to ask ourselves just how 
close our particular society comes to 
these aims today? Even though our 
unit may not belong to the Christian 
Endeavor group nevertheless these are 
aims that should motivate any group of 
Christian young people. 

b 

Is our weekly prayer meeting really 
a prayer meeting, or is it a hodgepodge 
of hastily thrown together “exercises,” 
or a sort of forum in which prayer is 
crowded into the background? 

Do our members, as a whole, really 
give daily time for prayer and for the 
study of the Scriptures, and can they 
truthfully say that they have grown in 
the knowledge of God’s Word and of 
his will during the past year? 

Do our committees earnestly seek 
God’s will in every activity that is plan- 
ned and executed, or must we confess 
that we have sought rather to please 
ourselves? 

Can we say of our society that it is 
first and foremost a Christian society, 
and that it ministers spiritually to young 
people in ways that no social group can 
possibly do? 

ve 

If, as we examine ourselves in the 
light of these early and primary aims 
for Christian Endeavor, we find that 
there has been failure and lack of vision 
on our part, our Scripture lesson shows 
us the way out. It calls us to a com- 
plete yielding of ourselves to God (Rom. 
12:1). It calls upon us to turn from 
any desire to be like those of the world, 
either in aims or practices, and to that 
transformation that comes only as we 
yield our will to God’s perfect will (v. 
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2). It calls us to a humility and sobriety 
in keeping the great responsibility and 
privilege that is ours as ambassadors for 
Christ, and to the exercise of those par- 
ticular gifts that God may have given 
to us in a way that shall be completely 
to his honor and his glory. 
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AY, way back in the “golden 

nineties,” when there was no war 
in the world, I was privileged to belong 
to divers and sundry important clubs 
and societies. Some of them were very, 
very select, such as the Nighthawks, 
which had a secret call, the same being 
“Warrup.” When that call was heard 
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every member, no matter what he was 
doing, was bound to hurry to the meet- 
ing place — but I mustn’t tell any more 
of the secrets. except to say that in spite 
of the name, we rarely stayed out after 
eight o’clock. 

Then there was another club made up 
of boys and girls which we called the 
Pail Club. It got its name from the first 
letters of its motto, “Pro amicitia et 
laetitia” —for friendship and fun. We 
met every Thursday night at each other’s 
houses but had to be home by nine 
o’clock. Then after we all grew out of 
our teens and became very old, Mary 
Hewitt gave a birthday party. We had 
such a good time that before we left we 
got up The Mary Hewitt Birthday and 
Outing Association. Every member had 
a party or a picnic on his or her birth- 
day, depending on what season of the 
year it came—and what fun we had! 

The last one I remember was a picnic 
in June, 1896, on the grounds of a de- 
serted snuff factory up in the Bronx, the 
same being the occasion of my own 
birthday. A good time was had by all 
—and then some way or other we all 
got too old and too busy and too sep- 
arated and I heard no more of the Asso- 
ciation until the other day I received an 
announcement that the M. H. B. O. A. 
would hold a meeting at Mead’s Point 
in the old town of Greenwich, which was 
founded in the Colony of Connecticut 
back in sixteen hundred and something. 
The invitation said, “Bring your wife, 
if you’ve got one.” Fortunately I have, 
and did. 

We all met in the house of the one who 
had the birthday, overlooking Long 
Island Sound, and had a wonderful time. 
Some of the boys and girls looked a 
trifle older and several pounds heavier 
than when I saw them last but we all 
felt just as young as when we played 
“Pom Pom Pullaway” on the lawn in 
front of the snuff factory, or fell into 
the creek at Rock Spring. 

I wish that I could set down all the 
good times we had at that reunion: how 
we went to a boat race, which was so 
exciting that some of the girls nearly 
fell into the Housatonic River; how we 
saw the stone steps in Greenwich down 
which General Putnam rode at full speed 
when he escaped from the British dra- 
goons; how we visited old Horseneck 
Church, whose steeple I used to use as 
a range to mark favorite fishing reefs 
out in the. Sound when I was a boy — 
but there is only space to tell about the 
bird walk we took one: May morning. 

Our first bird adventure was in a patch © 
of woods where bird’s-foot violets grew 
like blue pansies among their serrated 
leaves, which give the plant its name. 
Beside the path a little bird with a yel- 
low breast and broad white wing bars, 
with a black line running directly 
though its black eye, flew up from the 
grass. Then she came back with a leaf 
in her mouth, and we sat down to watch 
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the building of a nest by a blue-winged 
warbler. 

It was amazing how quickly she 
worked. First she made a cup of dry 
brown leaves, then every two minutes 
she was back with a bill full of grass 
or a strip of grape-vine bark, and be- 
fore our eyes wove and shaped the lin- 
ing of the nest. Her mate now and then 
sang for her a drawling “swee-chee,” 
which probably encouraged her very 
much. Anyway it was the only work 
he did in the building of that nest. 

The woods that day were full of war- 
blers. We saw the Blackburnian with 
his orange throat gleaming like a coal 
of fire among the green leaves, the tiny 
parula with the copper-colored band 
across its breast, and many others; but 
the best bird of the day we found in 
the afternoon when we visited a little 
beach on the Sound. There on some 
rocks were perched three large birds 
who waddled into the water as we 
watched them. Two of them were wild 
Canada geese, but as the third swam 
near us it showed a white head and neck, 
with a dark stripe along its blue-gray 
sides. It was smaller than the Canada 
geese and I identified it as a blue goose, 
a rare visitor from the Arctic. No one 
had ever found the nest of a blue goose 
until a few years ago when my friend, 
George Sutton, found one in Baffin Land 
opposite Greenland. 

Once, years before, on a March day, 
I went off the coast of New Jersey in 
a rickety old power boat to see a raft 
of greater snow geese which covered 
the water, miles from shore. Among 
them we picked out, through our high- 
powered glasses, one blue gogse, so far 
away that we could hardly make him 
out. 

This one at Greenwich, however, was 
so close to us that we could study every 
feather, and I went home feeling that 
this bird walk was perhaps the most 
exciting one of the year. 
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Saving America to: Save the World. 
By Roland Q. Leavell, Th.D., D.D. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1.) 
Evangelistic sermons by the Superin- 
tendent of Evangelism for the Home 
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention are characterized by a heart- 
warming spiritual appeal. Dr. Leavell 
refers to the evangelistic program as the 
spreading of the Kingdom of God; but 
he points to the fact that “for its [the 
Kingdom’s] consummation he [Christ] 
will come to earth again.” 

The third sermon, “The Modern Need 
for a Great God,” is especially vivid in 
its presentation of the hopelessly lost 
condition of men. The fourth sermon 
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clearly points out the way of salvation 
through faith in Christ. This is followed 
by a helpful message on “Living a Life 
of Faith.” , 

In the sixth sermon the four foun- 
dation pillars of the New Testament are 
presented as the deity of Jesus, the in- 
spiration of the Scriptures, obedience to 
the great commission, and the promise 
that Christ will come again to the earth 
in power, glory, and victory. This ser- 
mon sets forth a helpful review of the 
history of missions. One is disappointed, 
however, to observe confusion of thought 
in the statement: “The nearest ap- 
proach to a nation-wide revival in the 
United States during the present cen- 
tury has been~ manifested in recent 
years. The ‘National Preaching Mission’ 
was an upsurge of spiritual power from 
the churches.” 

The sermon on “The Ministry of Rec- 
onciliation” clearly emphasizes the doc- 
trine of the substitutionary atonement. 
It is confusing, however, to read that the 
incarnation and the death of Christ are 


“two means of reconciliation.” There is 
but one atonement. This required 
Christ’s incarnation, but was accom- 


plished by his death and consummated 
in his resurrection. In a discussion of the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ 
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the author makes it plain that there is 
no second chance of salvation after 
death. 

Dr. Leavell’s Christian patriotism is 
well set forth in the following words: 
“America’s defense today is not to be 
found in armaments and ships and forts. 
Our first line of defense must be in the 
Christian character of our people.” 


Instincts and Religion. 
Barton Cutten, 


By George 
President of Colgate 
University. (Harper and Bros., New 
York, $1.50.) This thoroughly modern- 
istic book will give important infor- 
mation to those who have to counsel 
young people who must study psychol- 
ogy in an atmosphere hostile to the fun- 
damentals of the Christian faith. The 
author whole-heartedly and repeatedly 
commits himself to the evolutionary 
view of religion and psychology. The 
book is an attempt to base effective 
religion upon the instincts. Illustra- 
tions are said to be taken from Chris- 
tianity, but “other religions would fur- 
nish equally pertinent illustration”! 
The rational defense of Christianity is 
abandoned in favor, so the author says, 
of “a method that would be more effec- 
tive than the appeal to the intellect 
which has already proved its sterility.” 

President Cutten supplements Donald 
Hankey’s definition, “Religion is betting 
your life that there is a God,” by the 
saying, “Religion is betting your life 
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that you are a God”! He paraphrases 
Pope’s saying by the words, “an hon- 
est God is the noblest work of man.” 
He does not argue that there is a re- 
ligious instinct as such, but rather that 
religion is the “sublimation” of primitive 
instincts. The chapter on hymnology 
will be exceedingly painful to the 
readers who know that the Gospel is 
really true. 

The last sentence of the book is ex- 
tremely significant: “If we are to lead 
men to higher levels of future life we 
must do it through appeals to the lower 
levels of past life, for here still dwell 
the motivating agents of all life.” 


Christian Faith and the Spirit of the 
Age. By Clarence Edward Macartney, 
D.D. (American Tract Society, New York 
City, $1.50.) In one of the prize volumes 
in this year’s American Tract Society 
list, Dr. Macartney sets forth in in- 
teresting, popular form the usual mate- 
rial in the field of Christian evidences. 
The infallibility of the Bible is clearly 
stated and defended. Well-known argu- 
ments from archeology are presented 
interestingly. The credibility of the 
Gospels, the question of miracles, and 
evidence from fulfillment of prophecy 
are given with clarity. 

In the discussion of prophecy it be- 
comes evident that Dr. Macartney’s view 
of the Kingdom of God is not one com- 
monly held by premillenarians. Some 
will also feel that the mistake of Eu- 
sebius has been followed in applying 
too much of the prophecies of Christ to 
the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, 
and applying too little of these prophe- 
cies to the future events associated with 
the Lord’s return. 

Part Two presents valuable informa- 
tion and warnings against the evils of 
such matters as the moving picture and 
divorce. 

Part Three, “The Christian Act,” is a 
helpful discussion of the atonement. The 
title of this part is somewhat unfortu- 
nate. The atonement is not an act of a 
Christian or of Christians, but of Christ. 
The author has doubtless been influenced 
by his desire for uniformity in his 
headings. In the title of chapter 2 in 
Part Three the atonement is described 
as “an eternal act.” Of course, Dr. Ma- 
cartney intends no pantheistic implica- 
tions such as this title would suggest 
if found in the writings of a Mod- 
ernist. However, the title seems unfor- 
tunate in view of the strong emphasis in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews upon the fact 
that the atonement was a single histori- 
cal action accomplished once for all 
at a given moment in time. 

In Part Four, “The Christian Destiny,” 
the author gives adequate expression to 
the doctrine of “the resurrection of the 
body and the life everlasting”; but he 
does not seem to be clear that this 
created world will be delivered from 
its bondage of corruption after the “un- 
veiling” of the sons of God, and so will 
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enjoy the liberty of their glory in the 
millennial age (Rom, 8:19-22). In fact, 
the author seems to fear that the Old 
Testament prophets may have been mis- 
taken*in predicting a blessed change in 
the earth itself under the reign of the 
Messiah ! 

The.two chapters, “Can the Living 
Communicate with the Dead?” and “The 
Influence of the Dead Upon the Living,” 
almost at the end of the book, leave 
an unfortunate impression. Of course, 
Modern Spiritism is resisted, but the 
door is left ajar for the thought that 
possibly our departed loved ones may 
direetly influence our lives. There is 
a beautiful presentation of the effect 


~upon us of memories of departed loved 


ones, but how much better it would have 
been had the author devoted the space 
of these two chapters to the discussion 
of the work of the Holy Spirit in influ- 
encing our lives. 


Together For Good. By Ann Harvey. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) It was cer- 
tainly an unusual little breeze that blew 
Sue Lambert and her half-drunken es- 
cort into a church on Easter morning. 
And scarcely less strange was the wind 
of God that blew from the Gospel pul- 
pit that day and kindled in Sue’s hungry 
soul the spark of Eternal Life. But the 
miracle was wrought, and though par- 
ents, .brother, and lover combined in 
cruel persecution, Sue would not turn 
aside from the narrow path. Even the 
one outburst of anger, which criminal 
injustice tore from her overburdened 
soul, proved but a _ steppingstone to 
firmer establishment in the grace of God. 

And Don Anderson, the youthful min- 
ister who preached that Easter sermon, 
finds that something rather wonderful 
has been planted in his heart also. But 
God’s mills grind slowly, and many 
months elapse before the paths of the 
two young pcople converge. Well writ- 
ten love stories are always good when, 
as in this case, the Lord Jesus is given 
first place in the lives of the characters. 


Broken Ties. By Charles Elmo Robin- 
son. (Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) It was a sad 
day for Wilmer Coltrane when his mother 
went home to Heaven. But stepmothers 
can be very nice — until their own guilty 
children are accused: of wrongdoing. 
Then the fat is in the fire indeed! Poor 
Wilmer found that even his father, 
blinded by his new love, had turned 
against him. So another tie was broken 
and the boy left home forever. 

Guided by the advice of a godly 
banker, Wilmer seeks work where he 
can at the same time go to school. But 


education comes at a price, the loss of 
his childhood faith. And Ethel Fulbright, 
the “only girl,” goes through the same 
heart-tearing process. But God finds 
them, first one and then the other, brings 
them together, saves, ,and sends them 
forth. And when the embittered step- 
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mother and her criminal son are both 
won to the Lord Jesus, the reward seems 
all out of proportion to the cost of hav- 
ing one’s life plans turned topsy-turvy. 

The story is particularly good for those 
who have suffered unjust treatment at 
the hands of others, showing,| as it does, 
the power of Christ to overrule the most 
grievous misunderstandings and to wipe 
away every trace of resentment. 


Rosanna of the Amish. By Joseph W. 
Yoder. (Yoder Publishing Co., Hunting- 
don, Pa., $2.) Here is a story, true and 
interesting, of an unusual people, told 
by one whose intimate knowledge of 
the subject should make it a source book 
for the sociologist or historian: The 
author was born and reared in the Am- 
ish faith, and has not left it. He is thus 
enabled to interpret with sympathy and 
understanding a people whose religious 
devotion is responsible for peculiarities 
of garb and demeanor which have baf- 
fled the interpretations and even the 
clear observations of the superficial re- 
porter. Even the inability to under- 
stand Pennsylvania German, much less 
to speak it, is an almost insuperable 
barrier to a satisfying knowledge of the 
so-called pietistic sécts. In this book, 
however, one can breathe the homely 
atmosphere of these religious though 
plainly-furnished homes and enter with 
a degree of sympathy into rites which 
otherwise would be very foreign to our 
more sophisticated ways. Considering 
the author’s intimate relation to the 
subject the book is remarkably free from 
special pleading, except for the unex- 
pectedly favorable word for pow-wow- 
ing. As a treatise on Biblical theology 
it leaves much to be desired, but 
throughout there is a spirit of religious 
tolerance necessitated by the nature of 
the story. 


The Soul Winner’s Kit. (Good News 
Publishing Co., 322 West Washington, 
Chicago, $1.) How often’ earnest 
Christians have wished for sound Gos- 
pel tracts attractively printed on good 
paper. In this “Soul Winner’s Kit” that 
wish is fulfilled. The Kit contains 261 
various tracts, some for children and 
some for adults, all with titles that hold 
the attention and compel one to read 
them through. 

Included among this assortment is that 
greatly used tract “4 Things God Wants 
You to Know,” but this one has a “new 
dress.” “Life Begins,” “Come,” “The 
Best Thing in Life,” and “Priceless,” are 
16-page, 2x3 inch, booklets generously 
illustrated with handsome photographs, 
and having cover pages of paper stamped 
to look like leather. ~The pictures are 
present-day scenes and the illustrations 
are drawn from current events, but the 
message is the same “old, old story of 
Jesus and his love” for lost man. All 
who carry tracts in handbag, brief case, 
or pocket will appreciate the tract holder 
made of durable paper. 

In addition to the Kit there is a 25 
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cent “Special Sample” of pamphlets. 
Also another, with booklets, 50 cents. 
Prayerful distribution of Christian liter- 
ature is a valuable part of witnessing, 
and every tract in the Kit is one that 
it will be a real pleasure to give to 
someone. 


Aamon Always. By Dan E. L. Patch. 
(Bica Press, 837 N. Wells St., Chicago, 
$1.) For a boy to lose both loved parents 
within a year, and then to learn from 
the reading of the will that he is not 
their son but an adopted Jew, is a dis- 
tinctly unpleasant thing. But to be 
hated, disinherited, imprisoned, and 
finally deported; all by one’s foster 
brothers, is hard indeed! Even yet, 
Aamon Barton’s cup is not full, for his 
ship is torpedoed at sea, he is taken 
prisoner on a German U-boat, and finally 
lands in the Russian air force, with war 
close-ups so full of sickening horror that 
all his former reverses seem small in 
comparison. Worse still is the inner 
burden of God’s disapprobation, for 
Aamon has once had personal acquaint- 
anceship with the Saviour of sinners, 
but now is a wanderer far from his 
Father’s house. 

Restored and forgiven, the soul-sick 
boy finds a door of escape as stowaway 
on a British plane. He is parachuted 
down in Palestine, where he leads a 
Jewish rabbi to Christ, and later dis- 
covers that the eldest brother, now a 


remorseful penitent, has come in search - 


of him. Jeanne, too, the foster sister, 
who alone has stood by him through 
the years, is reunited with her beloved 
Aamon, and the three of them discover 
the identity of the Jewish lad’s own 
family. This is a 300-page story, packed 
with Scripture, and teaching several 
worth-while lessons. 





For Family Worship 
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Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


January 27 to February 2 
Mon.—Habakkuk 2:15-17. 
Giving @ Neighbor Drink. 
PRAYER SucGcEstTions: “Woe unto him 
that giveth his neighbour drink.” All 
liquor drinkers and those who sell and 
offer it to others are guilty of a great 
sin. “God-is angry with the wicked 
every day” (Psa. 7:11). “Woe to them” 
that increase drunkenness. The temper- 
ate Rechabites (Jer. 35) were blessed of 
God. Never drink strong drink, and 
never encourage others in the evil prac- 
tice (see Prov. 23:31, 32; 31:4). -Pray for 
Juniata College, Huntingdon, Pa. 
Tues.—Genesis 4:9-12. 
Every Man His Brother’s Keeper. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTions: “Am I my 
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brother’s keeper?” Yes. God has 
charged every man to safeguard his 
brother. “Thou shalt love thy’ neigh- 
bour as thyself.” This “royal law” (Jas, 
2:8) is “the perfect law of liberty” (Jas. 
1:25). If we wrong any man we wrong 
God. When we know the Lord Jesus as 
Saviour and have his Spirit we will love 
everybody and help them all we can in 
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Ever wonder how to begin 
talking about the Lord, sin, 
or salvation? Ever feel thax 
your tongue was tied? Next 


time use a tract—a smart, 
new, two color FAITHFUL 
WORDS tract. 


These sparkling new tracts 
are ever ready to tell their 
story. They can begin a con- 
versation ‘of Bible Truth on 
a moment's notice. And how 
convenient they are to use. 
Just a flick of the finger and 
out comes the right message. 


HAVE a supply of these 
powerful appeals on hand for 
Instant use. Avoid embarass- 
ing tongue-tied moments in 
the future. Send ten cents for 
a generous selection. Don't 
wait, do it today! 
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One hundred years old and still one of the 
best works in print on the subject. Well 
written, sound, practical yet scholarly. See 
the 15 inch review in December 7 issue of 
The Sunday School Times. 363 pages, well 
indexed, cloth, $1.00. 
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the way of righteousness. Pray for the 
Missionary Rest Home, Toronto, Can. 


Wed.—Mark 9:38-42. Causing Others to Stumble. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whosoever shall 
cause one of these little ones that believe 
on me to stumble” (R. V.). Never hin- 
der anyone from doing what is right. 
All who love the Lord Jesus, whether 
they attend our church or not, are his 
friends. If they are not against him 
they are on our side. We should love 
and pray for all who name the name of 
Christ. Let us remember our Lord’s 
last commandment which says: “Love 
one another” (John 15:12). Pray for 
missionaries working in .the migrant 
camps of California. 
Thurs.—1 Thessalonians 5:22-24. 

Abstaining from Every Evil. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Abstain from all 
appearance of evil.” Avoid everything 
that looks wrong. Keep far away from 
everything that has the appearance of 
evil. “By the fear of the Lord men 
depart from evil” (Prov. 16:6). Walk 
in the fear of the Lord all the day long 
and you will walk carefully. You are 
watched by many eyes. If you do ques- 
tionable things people will put a ques- 
tion mark before your life. Shun every 
appearance of evil. Pray for the He- 
brew Mission, 2406 First Ave., Portland, 
Oreg. 
Fri.—Isaiah 5:8-13. Destroyed by Wine. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Gone into cap- 
tivity.” Drinkers become slaves of drink. 
The nation of Israel failed largely 
through strong drink. It has brought 
down many mighty men and nations. 
Its chains are among the _ strongest 
known to man. Only the Saviour can 
save them that are bound by the habit 
of drink. He sets the prisoners free. 
Pray for Kingston Bible College, Kings- 
ton (N. S.), Can. 


Sat.—Isaiah 28:5-10. When a Leader Staggers. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They stumble in 
judgment.” Drinking spoils the drinker’s 
right thinking. His opinions become 
wobbly. They stumble in vision, and err 
in judgment. Their pathway is the way 
of destruction. When a father staggers, 
the home is on the verge of ruin. Pray 
for a growing temperance crusade for 
youth. 


Sun.—Ezekiel 3:16-21. Warning the Wicked. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Warn the 
wicked.” Let the wicked about you 
hear the echo of God’s warnings from 
your lips. “Give them warning from 
me” (v. 17). This is the way to “save 
his life” and deliver your own soul from 
blame. Pray for courage to speak up 
kindly for your Lord. 


we 


Don’t you want a handy binder in 
which to keep your copies of THE SuUN- 
pay ScHoot Times? Send in five Get 
Acquainted subscriptions (25 cents each, 
for 10 weeks) and the binder is yours 
(price of the binder, $1.25 postpaid). 


(Lesson for Feb. 2) Jan. 18, 1941 


The Sunday School Gines 


President and Publisher 
PHILIP E. Howarp 
Editor and Vice-President 
CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 
Associate Editors: Pump E. Howarp, JR., 
JOHN W. LANE, JR. 


Correspondence and Review Editor: 
Laura Z. LEFEVRE 


Manager Subscription Department: 
D. T. RICHMAN. 
Circulation axd Advertising Manager: 


H. TRUMBULL Howarp 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 


$2.25—-One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO CANADIAN READERS 


The official exchange rate between Canada 
and the United States having been fixed at 
11 per cent, THe SunpAy ScHoot T1ImMeEs sug- 
gests to its valued Canadian subscribers 
that they forward money for subscriptions 
by Canadian Post Office Money Order in 
order to avoid the additional charge (in 
addition to the 11 per cent) frequently made 
on remittances by check sent to the Truss. 

At the beginning of this exchange situa- 
tion the Times notified its Canadian Club 
Secretaries to collect the usual club sub- 
scription ($2) and remit as they usually do, 
with the understanding that the Tmves 
would enter that group of subscriptions for 
the number of weeks the amount thus re- 
ceived on their remittance would pay for. 
This plan avoided the necessity of collect- 
ing differing amounts from the members of 
their clubs. 

Shortening the subscription period by five 
weeks seems to be satisfactory to the Can- 
adian friends, as five weeks covers the 11 
per cent exchange. 


Whenever the exchange rate goes above 
the 11 per cent official rate, as it frequently 
does, the Trues bears the additional ex- 
change cost. (It has been as high as 20 
per cent.) 


Sending remittance by Canadian Post Of- 
fice Money Orders avoids the additional 
exchange cost, and is therefore the best plan 
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